
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As we reach the end of a busy and exciting term, it is an opportunity to reflect on 

how much has been achieved. I would like to extend my thanks to all those 

children that supported our open evening and open mornings as well as their 

parents.  These events were busy and provided a wonderful opportunity for 

teachers and students to showcase our school community. 

During this term, I have spoken at length to groups of students from across 

different school years. They all have assured me that they feel safe in our school 

and know who to speak to if there are ever any concerns. When asked about how 

they would improve the school, the most frequent responses include improved 

seating space around the playground and more to do at lunchtimes. In response, 

we will source more seating and have also started to widen the range of activities 

available for students to get involved in. 

Our trips and visits calendar is beginning to get back to where it was before the 

pandemic. Just this week, for example, we have had a large group visit The Tower 

of London, supported by our school staff. It is these types of events that enrich 

students' school experience and that they will remember when they become 

adults.  

Wishing everybody a restful and relaxing half-term. 

D R Speller 
Headteacher 

 
Our Tower of London Diary 
Last term, we managed to secure 30 tickets for the 'Superbloom Project' at the 
Tower of London. Sadly, due to a national rail strike and then the hottest day of 
the year, we had to postpone to this term. On Wednesday, and third time lucky, 
we had the most amazing day out exploring this iconic tower and learning about 
the important role it has played in history over the years. The students loved the 
experience and we all took hundreds of photos and videos - at one stage, we even 
witnessed one of the Tower's ravens stealing food from one of their bags! 
One of the students commented that "it was the best school trip ever, because 
there was lots of history and the teachers were awesome"! 
We would love to make this an annual rewards' event. 

          
 

Arrival in 
London 
This first 

set of pics 
show our 
arrival at 
London 
Bridge, 

then taking 
the scenic 

riverside walk along Tooley Street and crossing over the iconic Tower Bridge. 
The students found the juxtaposition between the medieval history and the 

contemporary architecture of the modern buildings really interesting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The White Tower 
Once we entered the Tower grounds, we 
grabbed a quick bite to eat, entertained by a 
group (an ‘unkindness’) of ravens, followed 
by a wonderful tour of The White Tower – 
this was the highlight of the day with several 
students commenting:  
 
“The best part of the day was taking 
loads of photos, especially inside the 
tower” – Matthew, Y9l  
 
 “It was interesting seeing the engravings 
on the tower walls by prisoners”; Albert 
Y9; 

       
 “I really enjoyed seeing all the old guns and armour” Ellis Y9 

 
“One of my 

favourite parts of 
the day was when 
the raven stole my 

crisp packet|” 
 

Ruby Y8 
 

 
Time for some fun stuff! 
One of the floors within the Tower was devoted to interactive and fun stuff for 
the students to enjoy - everything from priming and firing cannons, testing their 
strength against the bow and arrow simulator, shooting medieval guns and 
listening to the sounds of the royal menagerie! 

 
  
Finally, we had to pack up and set off back to London Bridge.  This time, we walked 
along the opposite bank of the Thames, passing by the Monument to the Great 
Fire of London, paused to take photos of The Shard and HMS Belfast and ended 
the route by passing over London Bridge and back down Tooley Street. 
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Spotlight on…Student Success! 
This term has been extremely busy, packed full of opportunities, events and 

trips out.  So many in fact, that we felt that the last issue of the term should be 

used to acknowledge and celebrate our fantastic students. 

Golden Ticket Winners Term 1 
As you will be aware, for every golden ticket a 
student is awarded, the ‘stub’ is collected ready for 
Dr Speller to pick out 4 winning names at random.  
The winner receives a £10 Amazon voucher with 
the runners-up awarded canteen vouchers.  This 
term our winners are: 

 Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 6th  

Amazon 
Voucher 

Michael 
Peckham 

Essie 
Lennox 

George 
Twyman 

Britney 
Handy 

Daisy 
Lumsdon 

Tom 
Brisley 

Canteen 
Voucher 

Olivia 
Baldock 

Ollie 
Pelling 

Maddie 
Nicholls 

Bel 
Carlile 

Tia 
Love 

Ethan 
Hickmott 

Canteen 
Voucher 

Caleb  
Mcvey 

Isabelle 
Bungay 

Abbie 
Pettitt 

Ethan 
Knight 

Leo 
Carley 

Blaine 
Martin 

Canteen 
Voucher 

Henri  
Berney 

Isla 
Hope 

Noah 
Jennings 

Paige 
Bottle 

Lexie 
Coe 

Joel-
Michael 

Odeniran 

 

House Points for Term 1 
We also wish to celebrate those 
students who have accumulated 
the most House Points during 
Term 1.  These hard-working 
students are the Top 3 in each 
year group. 
(NB: these may differ slightly to 
the final totals per House as the 
collections were completed at 
slightly different times of the 
week!) 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
House Points Totals 
The final totals for term 1 will be published first week back after the half term 

break. Although student totals have continued to accumulate over the last few 

days, the house totals will revert to 0 at the start of term and the competition 

will start all over again! The house with the highest number of house points at 

the end of term will have a non-uniform day ....so it is all to play for! 

We are additionally seeing students creep closer to the first milestone of 200 

points where they will earn bronze certificates so these will start to be 

presented from next term.  We will continue to promote and award house 

points in all lessons, and outside class too, and in particular will look for 

opportunities to award to students who are below average or are still sat on 0 

points. For more individual successes, see our house point slides at the end of 

this newsletter. 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Upcoming Key Dates 
HALF-TERM (Two Weeks)  17th – 30th October 
Return to school for Term 2  Monday 31st October  
Final Open Morning   Monday 31st October 
Year 11 and Year 13 Mock Exam Week 31st October – 4th November 
Year 11 Kent Choices Week   Monday 7th November 
Swale Youth Forum Day  Wednesday 9th October 
6th Form Open Evening  Wednesday 16th November  
Year 11 Consultation Evening  Wednesday 23rd November 
KS5 Business Studies Day, London Tuesday 29th November 
Mock Practical Art Exam Y11  Wednesday 30th November 
Year 7, 8, 9 Flu Vaccinations  Monday 5th December 
Y11 Big Interviews   Wednesday 7th December 
Y11 Big Interviews   Thursday 8th December 
Y11 Big Interviews   Friday 9th December  
Year 12/13 Consultation Evening Wednesday 11th January 2023 
Year 9 Consultation Evening  Wednesday 25th January 2023 
Year 10 Consultation Evening  Wednesday 1st March 2023 
Year 8 Consultation Evening  Wednesday 26th April 2023 
Year 7 Consultation Evening  Wednesday 17th May 2023 

Day Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Fri 

 

3.25 
 

3.20 
 

3.30 
 

3.10 
 

3.15 
 

3.30 
 

3.30 

 

 Thursday only 
 

 

2.25 
 

2.20 
 

2.15 
 

2.10 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 
 

2.30 

STAGGERED DISMISSAL TIMES w/c 31/10/2022 

 

Golden Ticket winners! 



  
 

Free Online Safety Course for Parents  
National Online Safety have a whole school community approach to e-safety 
with comprehensive training and resources for teachers, parents and children.. 
 

 

Free Online Safety Course for Parents & Carers 

Developed by safeguarding experts and presented by TV presenter, 

musician and passionate online safety advocate, Myleene Klass, this 

brand-new course takes you on a detailed journey through your child’s 

digital habits, explaining the type of online world they’re experiencing 

now, what risks they might be exposed to and what you can do to 

support them. 

Search our Online CPD Training 

(nationalonlinesafety.com) 

Mock Exams for Year 11 and Y13 
 

Just a reminder to parents and students of the Mock Exams that are scheduled 
for week commencing Monday 31st October: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EKST Generation Restoration 

Four of our Year 8s attended the EKST Generation Restoration – student launch 
event – on Tuesday 11th October at he Pines Calyx, in St Margaret’s Bay. 
 
The 2021-2030 UN Decade of Regeneration focuses on restoring, at grassroots, 
local ecosystems.  This launch event gives the innovative partnership an exciting 
role and enables our students to be part of a longer-term ecosystem 
regeneration project with tangible outcomes. Together with students from 
other local schools, our 4 year 8s participated in four different sessions:  
 
Biochar – having the opportunity to create biochar by burning seasoned waste 
wood prunings in a kiln, learning how to improve soil texture and fertility and 
reduc8ing the effects of climate change. 
 
Soil Chromatography – a cross between art and science, a creative workshop 
using soil samples combined with silver nitrate to create a light sensitive 
solution which formed a photographic record of the components held within 
each sample. 
 
A tour and explore of The Pines Generation Restoration Garden – focusing on 
the development of the Garden site. Students were invited to think about the 
space and how to optimise it for ecosystem restoration. 
 
Designing change – this design session draws on what had been learnt giving 
students the chance to work with peers from their own schools on designs and 
ideas for their own school sites and to plan their next steps.  

 

   
The Pines Calyx, St Margeret’s Bay – beautiful day for the event! 

 

   
 

   
 

Outcome and Legacy 
 

 Students will become ‘EKST Student Restoration Ambassadors’ 

 Students will develop problem solving and communication skills 

 Students will understand more about local ecology and conservation 
and experience how creativity and innovation is central to 
sustainable design 

 Students will take their learnings back to their own schools to create 
similar spaces 

 Students will be invited to an annual event (over 3 years) 

 Each year, new skills and knowledge will be developed. 

 The focus in year one is soil; year two is oceans; year three TBC 
 

 

 Online Safety Course / Y11 & Y13 Mock Exams / EKST Generation Restoration 
 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/training/search?search=Annual+Award+in+Online+Safety+for+Parents+%26+Carers&sort=new&cat=
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/training/search?search=Annual+Award+in+Online+Safety+for+Parents+%26+Carers&sort=new&cat=


  
 

 

FA Cup Win for the Academy! 

 
 
Dover Athletic Football Academy have reached the first round of the FA Youth 
Cup after beating Waltonand Hersham 6-2 on Tuesday evening.  This means all 
the professional football clubs from league 1 and 2 come into the draw.  
 

Archie Hatcher led the way with a hat-trick as the Academy won 6-2 at Walton & 
Hersham on Tuesday night to earn themselves a place in Friday’s FA Youth Cup 
First Round proper draw.  The young Whites led 3-1 at half-time in the Third 
Qualifying Round tie in Surrey after a double from Hatcher and one from 
Mohammed Ali. 
 

The hosts reduced the deficit after the break before Hatcher completed his treble 
to make it 4-2.  Leo Dodds, who scored a hat-trick in the 5-1 win against Ebbsfleet 
United in the previous round, made it 5-2 before Tim Marapara added a sixth in 
front of watching first-team manager Andy Hessenthaler and his assistant Mitch 
Brundle. 

After the game, Academy manager Mike Sandmann said: “To be honest, I think 
we made hard work of it, but I am really pleased for the boys.  “They have been 
excellent so far in the competition and you have to give credit to Walton & 
Hersham who made it difficult on the night for us.  “I thought we looked extremely 
dangerous going forward and scored some good goals. In crucial moments of the 
game, we need to be taking our chances and taking any belief away from the 
opposition.  “Now we can all look forward to the draw and I really hope that the 
players will get another opportunity to showcase themselves again in front of a 
big crowd under the lights at Crabble.” 

DAFA Success Stories from 2022 
 

Luke Baptiste 2019-2022 

Luke joined the Academy in 2019 and 

progressed into the Dover Athletic first 

team in 2022 signing a contract for the 

2022/23 season. In the 2022 season 

Luke made 12 National League 

appearances for Dover Athletic First 

Team. 

 

George Wilkinson 

George joined the Academy in 2020 

spending two years developing before 

signing a contract for Dover Athletic in 

2022. George made 22 National League 

appearances including a debut wonder-

goal away to Wrexham.  

 

 
George Nikaj 

George Nikaj joined the Academy in 2019 spending 3 

years before signing a contract with Dover Athletic in 

2022. George made 5 National League appearances 

and scoring his first senior goal at home to Kings Lynn.  

 

Noah Carney 

Noah Carney spent two years in the Academy before signing a professional 

contract with Dover Athletic in 2022. Noah made 9 National League appearances 

in the 2021/22. Noah was also selected for the England School Boys squad making 

him our third England International Football Academy player. 

      

Harrison Byford 

Harrison Byford joined the Academy in 2020 

spending two years before signing a contract for 

Dover Athletic in 2022. Harrison made 4 National 

League appearances in the 2021-22 season  

 

Jack Nelson 

Jack Nelson joined the Academy in 2020 spending two 

years before gaining a full scholarship at Eastern Florida 

College in 2022. Jack also made 7 National League 

appearances in the 2021-22 season scoring his first 

senior goal at home against Weymouth.  

 

 

 

Sonnie Hemmings 

Earlier this week, one of our year 11 

students, Sonnie Hemmings, made his 

debut for the Academy in a 3 - 1 win 

against Woking. Despite the players being 

1-2 years older, Sonnie held his own and 

put in a solid performance for the 

majority of the second half.  

Last year has been a very challenging year 

for Sonnie but he has shown that he 

thoroughly deserved this opportunity to shine. This year, there is still work to do 

and a way to go, but working with the academy and Mr Sandmann is having a 

massive impact on Sonnie - both in his academic studies and his behaviour.  

Carry on the good work Sonnie  

#bethebestyoucanbe 

 

 

DOVER ATHLETIC FOOTBALL ACADEMY – CONTINUED SUCCESS   
 



  

 

DAFA Mission Statement 
To provide elite football coaching of a professional standard to young players 
with ambition of progressing in the game with Dover Athletic, or other senior 
clubs, along with a structured academic/vocational educational programme that 
meets their learning needs. 
 
What is an Academy? 
An opportunity to be coached and train full time with a National League Football 
Academy, whilst studying for A-Levels/BTEC level 3 courses or GCSE re-takes of 
your choice. This will give you opportunities to develop academically as well as 
working towards your dream of becoming a professional footballer. It is the 
closest you will get to an apprenticeship at a Professional club. 

A significant number of the players in the Academy have signed professional 
terms for the club with Sean Raggett, now of Lincoln City, probably the most 
successful former player. 

For more information about joining our Football Academy, why not pop along 
to our 6th Form Open Evening on Wednesday 16th November: 

 

 

https://www.doverathletic.com/ 

 

Cadets Club coming soon! 
Are you looking for something different to do outside of school? Do you want 

Fun, Adventure, Friendship and Action?  We are launching a Cadets’ Club after 

school on Mondays from 3.30pm to 4.20pm, starting on Monday 31st October – 

first day back after half-term.  The club will be run by Mr Afful, who is currently 

a reservist and has tons of experience. The club is open to all students in years 

7-11.  Come along after school on the 31st to hear what it’s all about and maybe 

consider joining up!   

      

Catering Update 

 

Term 2 Lunch Menu 

 

https://www.doverathletic.com/


  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dance Club for Parents! 
We’ve just been informed about a new dance club for ‘frazzled parents’ called 

‘5Rhythms’ that has been set up In Boughton starting 3rd November 2022.  
 

The class  will be meeting between 9.15 - 10.15am on Thursday mornings (term-

time only) at Boughton-under-Blean Village Hall.  

 

The class is “an invitation for us to reconnect with ourselves in a dynamic and 
enjoyable way, and in a supportive and non-judgemental space.” 
 

 
 
  



  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  



  

 
 
 
 

 


