Intent 
Social Sciences at The Abbey School aims to give students the opportunity to see the world through different eyes, gaining knowledge that requires students to challenge preconceived ideas, considering their role in the world, and how indeed, they may change it.  The subjects we offer are WJEC Applied Diploma in Criminology and AQA A-Level Psychology. Both subjects are new to students in Key Stage 5; we help students transition through helping them form new habits and new ways of learning by making the students complete glossary test wider reading and extended writing skills. Students are encouraged to become inquiring students who carefully consider the theories and the research methods that form these ideas, they develop skills in processing and synthesising key data and information and learn key strategies in developing their own ideas to enable them, to be lifelong learners. At the centre of our teaching is knowledge, used as a building block for students to gain skills in application, evaluation and synthesis of gained understanding. We focus on the acquisition of specialist language and command terms; we encourage inquisitive questioning to develop effective understanding of the subject. We want our students to strive for excellence, to find their niche and master the subjects they study, constantly eager to want to find new and exciting developments within the ever-changing landscape of Social Sciences.  
Implementation
 
The departments aims to ensure consistency in all areas of planning, delivery and review through:  
 
Effective planning and delivery of all subject qualifications with regular feedback and data collections departmentally to support student progress 
· Organising pupils' lesson time and independent study time appropriately, weekly work set by teachers on Teams designed to stretch and challenge students and provide them with an opportunity to build and drill knowledge
· Providing students with timely assessments which offer the opportunity to reflect on their attainment and move forward 
· Making sure staff provide constructive feedback which allows students to understand how to develop knowledge 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use of various teaching tools, in Criminology, in the form of a knowledge organiser style handbook, in Psychology knowledge organisers and comprehensive PowerPoints all available on Teams in advance of the lesson 
· Skills: students will need to understand how to complete research, data analysis, report writing, extended essays and exam practice- all of which are delivered through the different parts of the curriculum 
· Students complete wider reading to develop skills for life at university
· Encourage intellectual curiosity through trips and visits, also by providing students with wider ways to engage with their chosen subjects more widely. 

Impact 
We will measure the impact of attainment in our department through assessment, feedback and student voice.  Our students will have the opportunity to learn from assessments and acquire the skills to know how to improve; reflected in our attainment figures. From this data, we will celebrate students’ success through termly contact home, positive feedback, retention and reflection on the quality and consistency of all students in the department. 
We believe Social Sciences impacts students’ lives in a number of ways, students have remarked that the subjects they study, regardless of any grade, have changed their mind-set. Our subjects offer students a unique and new view of the world; they evaluate their role within the world and can use this knowledge to make informed plans and decisions forever.  All students can develop communication skills through studying Social Sciences, as it asks them to consider others' positions and views in the world, how people think, act and behave. This unique collection of subjects allows students to understand society and can nurture their tolerance, respect, care and understanding of others that can affect the rest of their lives positively. 

