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Intent
The Performing Arts department’s aim is to instil within all students, a confidence, self-discipline, and a deep understanding of how to communicate and work with others effectively and respectfully. We want our students to recognise and celebrate their progress and achievements through hard work, giving them the opportunities to succeed and the patience and knowledge to understand how to improve. Through our key principles, Aspiration, Community and Curiosity, we aim to build resilience and strength of character by enhancing and inspiring all students on their journey to becoming well-rounded, confident, and kind individuals. 
The three main skill areas that we study in performing arts are making, performing, and responding. Students learn how to communicate and contribute ideas when working in groups, developing diplomacy, and solving problems with creative solutions, as part of a team. In performance, students develop their confidence by stepping out of their comfort zone and, at times, working under pressure. 
Students are encouraged to take part in many extra-curricular activities such as the school production, after school clubs and support in exam performances and dance shows. These opportunities further develop students’ confidence, discipline and dedication, along with a real sense of reward and achievement.
Implementation
For students to thrive and learn well within performing arts, the department will continue to implement the following: 
· A consistent approach to maintaining high expectations of all students through the use of STAR and SHAPE, ensuring that all students are ready to learn at the start of every lesson, collectively helping to create and maintain a safe and respectful environment.
· To plan and deliver engaging, inspiring and challenging lessons, promoting independence and drive, along with teamwork and responsibility, taking into account the learning needs of all students. 
· To provide opportunities for students to develop and gain valuable experience through extra-curricular activities, encouraging them to see the benefits of stepping outside their comfort zone whilst nurturing and building resilience.
· To develop knowledge, skills and specific subject terminology, demonstrating an acceleration through depth, with regular testing, opportunities to implement feedback and revisiting information. This enables students to communicate their knowledge and contribute ideas, clearly and confidently.

Impact
Our performing arts curriculum is rich and varied. A range of topics and themes are explored to educate students on various levels. Students will develop an understanding of performance skills, drama practitioners, a history of theatre etc. However, they will also be asked for their opinion, be encouraged to have empathy with others and respectfully approach themes with sensitivity and maturity, gaining a much deeper understanding of the world. Students will develop their awareness of themselves and others, recognising and developing their use of social skills, using this knowledge to influence the choices they make.
Every student’s journey is different, and this is not only recognised in performing arts, it is celebrated, giving every student the vital tools to be able to venture out into the world with confidence.

