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	Year Group
	Scheme of Learning Summary

	
Year 7
	 No Dance curriculum at KS3.
Extra- curricular activities offered – School Production, KS3 Dance Club, Singing, Showcase.

	
Year 8
	No Dance curriculum at KS3.
Extra- curricular activities offered – School Production, KS3 Dance Club, Singing, Showcase.

	
Year 9
	Students will study 3 key assessment objectives central to GCSE Dance and learn how to meet the criteria. This will include the study of Performance, Choreography and Appreciation and the development of key skills. Students will participate in workshops and technique classes in order to develop a basic dance technique and ability to choreograph movement. Students will also be taught how to present their ideas and developments both practically and theoretically. In term 5 and 6 all students will participate in a Dance Showcase which will be an opportunity for students to showcase all they have learned in a live performance setting to both family and friends. The showcase will be a mock performance exam. Students will be expected to complete 2 hours of homework per fortnight which will be directed by their teacher. This will often take the form of practical research, rehearsals or critical reflection on own work. Students aiming for the highest level grades will be expected and encouraged to undertake further independent study and attend after school sessions to further their skills.


	Year 10
	Students will continue to study 3 key assessment areas required for GCSE DANCE. Students will begin to study the subject content necessary specifically for the exam. 

Appreciation: 
Through written communication and use of appropriate terminology, students must be able to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate their own work in performance and choreography and demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of professional practice in the six set works in the GCSE Dance Anthology. Dance appreciation is assessed through a written exam of one and a half hours duration. Students will study one work per term. Study of the works can inspire students to develop their own performance, creative and choreographic practice, at the same time as the knowledge, understanding and analytical skills required for critical appreciation. The anthology is explored through both theory and practice. Students will analyse all feature of production which includes: costume, lighting, accompaniment, staging/set design and movement content. Students will answer short answer questions and will complete comparison essays based on the knowledge gained through theory lessons. 

Choreography: 
Students must learn how to respond creatively to an externally set stimulus, to choreograph their own complete dance.  As part of the practical dance exam students must create a group dance of a minimum of three minutes and a maximum of three and a half minutes for two to five dancers which includes a chosen aural setting and communicates their own chosen choreographic intention. In order to be able to complete this aspect of the exam, students will learn how to create, develop, adapt and rehearse material. Students will develop their understanding of choreography both practically and theoretically. Students will have workshops on motif development, generating movement, choreographic intention, to name a few. All workshops and choreography based lessons are intended to develop students understanding of the assessment criteria. 

Performance: 
Students will be expected to perform most lessons whether that be in a group, in a pair or as a solo performer. 30% of the qualification in based on performance. Students will be required to perform two set phrases as a soloist whereby the movement material is issued by AQA. Students will also be required to perform a group piece where they are solely assessed on their performance. Assessment of performance will focus on the student's ability to demonstrate application of:
· physical skills and attributes safely during performance 
· technical skills accurately and safely during performance 
· expressive skills 
· mental skills and attributes during performance
Students will analyse and learn both set phrases in depth specifically analysing the action content, dynamic content and dynamic content. Students will have a mock performance in year 10 and will be given regular feedback towards this aspect of the exam. Students will be expected to implement and continue to develop all skills listed above in all areas of their practice in order to continue to improve the performance quality of their work. 

Students will continue to receive homework in the form of theory based tasks/questions, practical choreography tasks and rehearsals. 


	Year 11
	Appreciation: 
Through written communication and use of appropriate terminology, students must be able to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate their own work in performance and choreography and demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of professional practice in the six set works in the GCSE Dance Anthology. Dance appreciation is assessed through a written exam of one and a half hours duration. Students will have studied all 6 works. Students will recap all prior knowledge of the professional works: A Linha Curva, Artificial Things, Within Her Eyes, Infra, Shadows, and Emancipation of Expressionism. In addition to this students will analyse and evaluate their practical work through critical appreciation. Students must revise all key terminology as this will aid their ability to answer short and long answer questions in response to what they have learned through practical exploration. 

Choreography: 
AQA will issue the choreography question paper in Term 1 or 2. Students must choose a stimulus to focus their dance piece on. Students will then respond creatively and choreograph their own complete dance using the skills develop throughout the course based on the assessment criteria.  Students will choose an aural setting and appropriate choreographic intention. Students must show a consistent and clear understanding of motif development in their piece. Students will be expected to create, develop and rehearse this piece of dance with other students in their own time. Students will have regular rehearsals slots which will contribute to students’ Dance homework. 

Performance: 
Students will continue to rehearse both set phrases: Breathe and Shift frequently receiving peer, self and teacher feedback. Students will be required to learn a performance piece which is created and devised by both students and teacher. Technique classes and workshops will continue to take place to improve students understanding of key skills. Students must ensure physical skills, technical skills, safe practice and expressive skills are all evident and consistently displayed in both rehearsals and live performances/showings. 

Students’ practical examination will be filmed and sent off to the examiner. Dates will be issued nearer the time. 

Students will continue to receive homework in the form of theory based tasks/questions, practical choreography tasks and rehearsals. 


	Year 12
	TBC

	Year 13

	




