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	Intent

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages students to develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous experience in the subject. The Dance curriculum has been designed with the intent of creating ‘thinking performers’; pupils gain an understanding of Dance as an academic yet creative, practical subject and are able to critically appreciate performances. The Dance department is aligned with the Drama curriculum with its key foci to instil within all students, a confidence, self-discipline and a deep understanding of how to communicate and work with others effectively and respectfully. We want our students to recognise and celebrate their progress and achievements through hard work, giving them the opportunities to succeed and the patience and knowledge to understand how to improve.  We aim to build resilience and strength of character by enhancing and inspiring them on their journey to becoming well-rounded, confident and kind individuals. 

Short term planning follows the Midway Model: Performance, Composition and Appreciation. Pupils have the opportunity to learn and perform techniques and repertoire (performance), they have the opportunity to be creative, choreograph and devise their own work (composition) and they have the opportunity to evaluate their own, peer and professional work (appreciation). This model supports our vision to develop well rounded, thinking performers and underpins our curriculum planning. Students are able to demonstrate progress consistently through the consistent AFL and feedback provided for students. 
The curriculum is varied and exciting and aims to provide students with a rich learning experience in a safe environment. The work encompasses challenge for learners encouraging them to aspire to ‘be the best they can be’. Dance enables young people to gain artistic skills and discipline, as well as developing their ability in physical interaction, team working, problem solving, and observing, evaluating, verbal and non-verbal communication. Through dance young people collaborate with other art forms, and make connections with design in space, musicality and creativity. Dance can improve self-esteem and confidence; it can widen aspiration and help tackle health issues. 
Embedding skills that will enable students to continue the subject at A Level and beyond is a key aim of the department. Key Stage 4 aims to provide students with the freedom to explore, create and communicate their ideas and work to individual strengths and interests. A Level Dance has been introduced this year with the hope to continue to build the sixth form provision. Dance is not yet on the curriculum at KS3 however there is opportunity for students to get involved in Dance through extra – curricular activities.  

A community of Dance has been created at The Abbey school. Cross-age interaction is an effective way of promoting inclusivity and aspiration within the subject. Students are invited to and take part in the many extra-curricular activities I offer to students in the company of other students of a different year group to them. Activities include trips, gifted and talented clubs, school production, support in exam performances and dance shows. These opportunities further develop students’ discipline, commitment and dedication, along with a real sense of reward and achievement. The dance curriculum at The Abbey School is designed to inspire and motivate young people in an environment they feel safe, challenged and engaged.  







Implementation
For students to thrive and learn well within Dance, the Dance curriculum will continue to align with the Drama department and will continue to implement the following: 
· A consistent approach to maintaining high expectations of all students collectively helping to create and maintain a safe and respectful environment at all times.
· To plan and deliver engaging, inspiring and challenging lessons, promoting independence and drive, along with teamwork and responsibility, and taking into account the learning needs of all students. 
· To provide opportunities for students to develop and gain valuable experience through extra-curricular activities, encouraging them to see the benefits of stepping outside their comfort zone whilst nurturing and building resilience.
· To develop knowledge, skills and terminology demonstrating an acceleration through depth, with regular testing, opportunities to implement feedback and revisiting information, to ensure that students can communicate their knowledge and contribute ideas, clearly and confidently.




Impact
The Dance curriculum is designed to help students progress and accumulate skills both practically and theoretically. Skills are constantly revisited until they become second nature to students. Talent is fostered yet students are challenged physically to encourage students to see where their capabilities truly lie. A range of topics are explored; a variety of dance practitioners, dance professional works, performance, choreography and skills required for all areas of the exam. Whilst the exam content is rigid, students will have the freedom to explore these themes in their own individual way. Every student’s journey is different, and this is not only recognised in the faculty of Performing Arts but within the wider school culture. Students should leave The Abbey School with the vital tools to be able to venture out into the world with confidence.
The curriculum recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and students will study a range of dance styles and style fusions. Apart from the solo performance, they can choose any style in which to perform and choreograph, providing it meets the assessment criteria. The study of the anthology of professional works will develop their ability to critically appraise professional dance works and provide a springboard for engaging in practical tasks. The practical component of the course enables students to study dance by ‘doing’ and the anthology of professional works will provide a springboard for the development of creative and engaging practical tasks. The study of the anthology will facilitate the development of students’ skills in performance and choreography as well as broadening their knowledge and understanding of dance and ability to critically appraise dances of different styles and cultural influences. 
Progress is gauged through regular assessment, moderation and feedback. Verbal feedback is a key tool in supporting students develop into real dance artists. In addition to this the department values feedback from students and adapts teaching and learning where appropriate to meet individual needs. The lesson is delivered with high expectations and real challenge, the task can then be revisited or adapted if necessary. We never work from the bottom up. We aim high for our students and our students are able to rise to the challenge. We celebrate student achievement, through rewards, display of work, open evenings and annual dance shows. It is important not only we value the work of students but value the importance of the subject. Being passionate about Dance is something our students are proud to promote within our school community. 



