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Well done to the following students for collecting the most house points this week!
AMAZING WORK EVERYONE!

Jayden G
Year 9
99HP

Emily C
Year 9
93HP

Sophie B
Year 9
90HP

Imogen G
Year 9
96HP
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NEWSLETTER!

CANTEEN MENU
2026/27

Click the image below to view the canteen 
menu for Term 1!

Year 
Group

Learning 
Time

Average 
Score

Time 
Champion

Score 
Champion

12 & 13 14h 18m 78% Freddie C Grace H

11 160h 46m 62% Liam C Ashley B

10 123h 55m 64% Summer W Jaden K

9 206h 28m 63% Sophie H Rubie B

8 16h 37m 63% Austen C Jack D,  
Nelson H

7 87h 15m 61% Ava P Lottie B

file:https://nationalcollege.com/guides/what-parents-educators-need-to-know-about-looksmaxxing
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/newsletter/202627/FF1D4D4778F3B93251034BF5DEA152EA.pdf
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/the-school-day/E5918B3D8C7D617F8F5694E52189B009.pdf
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OFSTED
RESULTS!

“Pupils feel part of a community that believes in them, challenges them and helps them to succeed.” 
 

The Abbey School is proud to share our latest Ofsted Report, following our January inspection, which took 
place under the new Ofsted framework. 

 
Inspectors noted that “the school has been through significant positive change”, judging Personal 

Development and Wellbeing and Post-16 Provision to be Strong Standard, and confirming that Curriculum 
and Teaching, Attendance and Behaviour, Inclusion, and Leadership and Governance are operating at the 

Expected Standard. 
 

Particular praise was given to our Pastoral Support Team, with inspectors commenting that “Pastoral support is 
a strength. Pupils trust staff to help them manage worries, and... feel safe and supported.” 

 
“We are pleased that Ofsted recognised the strength of our work in personal development, safeguarding and 

sixth-form provision, which reflects the values and culture we work hard to build every day. 
 

Inspectors recognised that pupils are learning well, feel safe, and are prepared for their next stage, including 
strong sixth-form retention and positive destinations. Our priority now is to continue strengthening Key Stage 4 

outcomes so they fully reflect the learning and progress we see across the school.” 
 

Dr Speller, Principal 
 

“I would like to recognise the commitment of the leadership team and staff who have led this work with 
determination and care. Together, they have focused on ensuring that pupils feel safe, supported and that they 

truly belong within their school community.” 
 

Owen McColgan, Chief Executive of THAT

Read the full report by clicking the image below!

“supported”
“calm”

“safe”

“meaningful
opportunities”

“the curriculum
is ambitious”

“broad range 
of enrichment”

“significant
positive change”

“motivated to
succeed”

“inclusive
culture”

https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=825&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHo1cbSxXPwzj2P0s5G6QHrBvokGPI-xvjzY28XWUhvko_U_mPwNIra0xUXnO_aem_CHC6KDdBX_v4G-uuXy5hIg
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A HUGE THANK YOU FOR A
FANTASTIC OPEN EVENING!

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our Open Evening. We were delighted to welcome 
more than 750 visitors through our doors, making it potentially one of our biggest Open Evenings 

yet! 
 

It was a fantastic evening and one that everyone at The Abbey can feel incredibly proud of. Across 
the school, our staff and students worked incredibly hard to create a welcoming, engaging and 

memorable experience for visiting families. 
 

There was a real sense of spectacle and excitement as families explored the school, with staff and 
students throwing themselves into activities and creating a real “wow factor”. From immersive 

English and History experiences to an impressive Geography volcano, dance in our new studio and 
activities in the Sports Centre, there was plenty to see and do. 

 
Our students were also fantastic ambassadors for the school. Our Year 7 students and sixth formers 
spoke confidently to families, while our performing arts students and musicians helped set the tone 

for the evening with some brilliant performances. 
 

Most importantly, the evening gave families a real sense of what The Abbey is about. The thought, 
energy, creativity and care shown throughout the school demonstrated our values exceptionally well. 

 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the evening such a success, and to all the families who 

came along and supported us.

Well done everyone!



Page 5 Issue 5 www.theabbey-that.org.uk

GEOGRAPHY
FIELDTRIP!

On Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd, Miss Hutchins, Mrs Keating and Mr Cracknell took groups 
to Herne Bay to study a human geography issue and a physical issue. The purpose was to prepare 

our students for the paper 3 exam where they are required to discuss fieldwork methods, presentation 
as well two studies undertaken by them. 

 
The students performed magnificently, from catching the train in the morning illustrating how well 

they conduct themselves to many showing how much of the prior knowledge they retain. One thing 
that was a real source of pride was the way so many people interacted with us, not just us but going 
directly to our students. This began early, with an elderly couple asking what we were doing while 

organising tickets. They were delighted to hear we were on a trip to study the geography of our local 
area. Personally, Mr Cracknell was delighted to tell them we were from the Abbey, as they were 

showcasing some of the things that make our school outstanding. 
 

After a significant walk from Herne Bay station, we got to our first location. Again, students appeared 
to understand, on both days what we would find when we studied the beach. The purpose was to 

investigate whether human management affects natural processes and it was clear that many students 
knew it did before any data was collected. 

 
The first part of the day passed quickly, with locals often caught listening intently, sometimes 

interjecting when Mr Cracknell or Miss Hutchins led a discussion. It got a laugh from our students. 
Once the physical geography section was done, we moved towards our base for lunch, by the Herne 
Bay clocktower. Students going on both days had been expressing their intention to get fish and chips 
but given the really good work done with both groups, Mr Cracknell took a small number to Subway. 
This was only noteworthy because on day 2, an especially devious seagull flew in from behind and 

stole Mr Cracknell’s just as it was being unwrapped. Clearly, this was nature’s way of saying he really 
shouldn’t have bought it. 

 
The second section of work focussed on the question of whether decline is evident on Herne Bay’s 

secondary high street [Mortimer St]. We did Environmental Quality Surveys, discussed the limitations 
of this kind of data with a significant number of locals walking up and down the street around us. 
Both days were unseasonably warm and despite this, the fact they were tiring after lots of walking, 

we still managed to get a detailed land use map to help evidence our findings from earlier. This was 
a challenging task, especially to do at the end of this long day, but students on both days were up to 

it. 
 

It was really valuable, as students were able to see first-hand the area we expect them to talk about 
in their upcoming mock exams and terminal exams in May/June. The data collected is now being 

analysed and presented with a refined conclusion drawn for both studies. 
 

An excellent couple of days had by all.
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21 FOR 21
FUNDRAISING

Massive congratulations to Olivia L in year 8, who has already completed three challenges for our 21 
for 21 fundraising for Charlie’s Promise.  

As Charlie would have turned 21 on 28th October, Olivia has decided to take on 21 different 
fundraising challenges between now and then, finishing with a charity Halloween party on Charlie’s 

birthday. She is already busy coming up with her own ideas for what those challenges could be. 
We are so proud of what Olivia has achieved and how she has put active citizenship into practice; 

setting a real example to other students in her year group and beyond. 

Olivia set herself the challenge of completing 21km this weekend – and she did it! Even more 
impressively, in just 24 hours she has already raised an incredible £434. Thanks also go to her step-

sister, Maiya W H, who accompanied her on most of the walk. 

On Monday night Olivia also decided to bake 21 cookies for her second fundraising activity. Her 
and her mum are going to go to visit elderly neighbours with her cookies, and she hopes to raise 

even more money, as well as spending time with people in her neighbourhood. 

On Tuesday night, Olivia completed her 3rd and 4th challenge of planting 21 daffodils to remember 
Charlie by and also went to her neighbours to hand out the cookies to arrange tea dates. What a lot 

she has managed to pack into just 3 days! 

As we continue to develop active citizenship across the school this year, we encourage as many 
students as possible to follow Olivia’s example and get involved in challenges. Please can you share 
your ideas with the school, and your parents and carers, so we can support you as much as possible, 

and keep a running total. We’ll be keeping a fundraising leaderboard as the year progresses – and 
Olivia has certainly set the bar really high! 
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KIDENZA
ORCHESTRA

DOVER ATHLETIC
ACADEMY

Last week, we were delighted to welcome the Kidenza Orchestra to school for a special live 
performance enjoyed by all Year 7 and Year 8 students, alongside our Key Stage 4 Music students.

We were also pleased to welcome visitors from Leigh Academy Minster, Bysing Wood Primary 
School, Selling Primary School, Boughton under Blean and Dunkirk Primary School, Lynsted and 

Norton Primary School, Ospringe C of E Primary School and Hernhill C of E Primary School.

In total, more than 600 students and staff experienced the excitement and power of a live orchestral 
concert performed by world-class musicians. As well as enjoying a varied musical programme, 

students were treated to demonstrations of individual orchestral instruments and learned fascinating 
facts about the different sections of the orchestra.

The event provided a memorable and inspiring opportunity for young people to engage with live 
music and develop their understanding of orchestral performance. We are incredibly grateful to the 

Kidenza Orchestra for sharing their talent and enthusiasm with our school community.

We would like to thank the Tesco Community Grant Scheme and the Queenborough Fishery Trust 
for their generous support in helping us provide this wonderful opportunity for our students. Their 
funding played a vital role in bringing this inspiring musical experience to over 600 children and 

staff.

Good luck to our Dover Athletic Academy squad for the 2026/27 season!
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SAFEGUARDING
CONCERNS

We want to remind you about how to seek help if you have a safeguarding concern about a child, 
particularly outside of school hours.

Our Safeguarding and Pastoral Team are available from 8.30am to 4.30pm, Monday to 
Thursday & Friday until 3.30pm, during term time. We are always happy to listen, support 

families and respond to concerns raised with us during these hours.

Please be aware that school email inboxes are not monitored outside of these hours, particularly 
during evenings and weekends. If you email the school with a safeguarding concern after 4.30pm 
or over the weekend, your message may not be seen until the next working day. This means that 

emailing the school should not be relied upon where a child may need immediate help or protection.
If you are worried about a child’s immediate safety or welfare, please contact the appropriate service 

directly:

If a child is in immediate danger or there is an immediate risk of serious harm: please call 999 and 
ask for the Police.

For a non-emergency concern requiring Police assistance: please call Kent Police on 101.
For concerns about a child’s safety or welfare: contact Kent Children’s Services (The Front Door) on 

03000 41 11 11.

Outside normal hours, including evenings and weekends: Kent Children’s Services can be contacted 
on 03000 41 91 91.

We appreciate that knowing who to contact can sometimes feel difficult, particularly when you 
are worried about a child. Our priority is to make sure that concerns reach the right professionals 
as quickly as possible, so please use the appropriate service rather than waiting for the school to 

respond to an email.

Of course, if your concern is not urgent and you would like to speak to a member of our 
Safeguarding or Pastoral Team, please contact us during our normal school hours. We are here to 

listen and support you.

Thank you for working with us to help keep our children and young people safe.

Safeguarding and Pastoral Team

8.30am to 4.30pm, Monday to Thursday & Friday until 3.30pm, during term time only



Page 10 Issue 5 www.theabbey-that.org.uk



Page 11 Issue 5 www.theabbey-that.org.uk

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE: 
KENT FIRE & RESCUE

PERIOD
SUPPORT

What a way to get our Year 10s thinking about choices, consequences and their futures.
On Thursday 24th September, we had the pleasure of welcoming Matthew Clayton from Kent Fire & Rescue 

Service to The Abbey.

Matthew spoke candidly about the dangers of fire and deliberate fire-setting, where seemingly small decisions 
can go very wrong, and the very real consequences our actions can have for ourselves and others.

The session was about much more than fire safety. Matthew also shared his own journey into the Fire and 
Rescue Service and the different paths that can lead into a career like his. It was fantastic for our students to 

hear first-hand about where a career in the service could take them.

Matthew will be back with us on Tuesday 29th September for his next sessions, speaking to our Year 8 
students and then our Year 12 and 13 students.

He will then join us again as part of our Year 9 Personal Safety Roadshow on Thursday 8th October, with our 
Year 7 students getting their opportunity in early 2027.

We are incredibly lucky to have such an engaging speaker based just around the corner from us at Faversham 
Fire Station.

A huge thank you to Matthew and Kent Fire & Rescue Service for giving our students such an honest and 
memorable session.

We understand the issues that our students can have when they are having their periods.

We are here to help.

We can help with practical matters, and emotional support.

Here in pastoral, we have a range of sanitary products including tampax and pads. We have underwear and 
period pants, and navy blue leggings which we are happy to lend out. If your child is having their period, we 
do recommend that you send them with a change of clothing. We are happy to keep this for them in pastoral 

in a named bag if this is preferred. You can also send your child with one dose of paracetamol if they require a 
painkiller during the day.

What happens if my child has an accident during the day?

The most important thing is that your child knows we can help. If they come to pastoral, we offer a safe and 
supportive space to help. We will offer wipes, spare clothing and a sympathetic ear.

Your child will be given the chance to go and change.

If, for some reason, we cannot manage this situation within school, we will call home. We may ask if there 
is anyone who could bring in spare clothing. We realise that many parents work and that this is not always 

possible – please do send in spare clothing and we will happily store this for your child.

We are here to help – periods can be challenging.

The Pastoral Team
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ART THERAPY
INTERVENTION

We are delighted to introduce Healing through Art, a new therapeutic intervention facilitated by Mrs 
Blythe, Specialist Intervention practitioner. This programme offers students a safe and creative space 

to explore emotions, build self-awareness, and develop resilience through artistic expression.

What is Art Therapy?

It is based on the understanding that creativity can be a powerful tool for emotional wellbeing. 
Through a range of art-based activities, students are encouraged to express thoughts and feelings 

that may sometimes be difficult to put into words. The focus is not on artistic ability but on personal 
reflection, self-discovery, and emotional growth.

•	 The intervention provides opportunities for students to:
•	 Explore and express emotions safely.

•	 Build confidence and self-esteem.
•	 Develop coping strategies for stress and anxiety.

•	 Improve self-awareness and emotional regulation.
•	 Foster a sense of connection and belonging.

The Influence of Jungian Theory

The programme draws inspiration from the work of psychologist Carl Jung
Jung believed that art can act as a bridge between conscious thoughts and deeper emotional 

experiences. Through images, colours, and symbols, individuals can gain insight into feelings that 
may otherwise remain hidden. By engaging with creative processes, students are encouraged to 

explore their personal strengths, challenges, hopes, and aspirations.

Supporting Wellbeing Through Creativity

At the heart of this intervention is the belief that every young person has the capacity for growth, 
healing, and self-expression. The programme complements our wider commitment to supporting 

students’ mental health and wellbeing by providing an additional avenue for reflection and 
emotional support.

Through guided creative activities, discussion, and reflection, students can develop a stronger sense 
of self while building the confidence and resilience needed to navigate life’s challenges.

We are excited to offer this new intervention and look forward to seeing the positive impact it has on 
our students’ wellbeing and personal development.

“Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time.”
This philosophy sits at the heart of Art Through Healing, where creativity becomes a pathway to 

understanding, healing, and growth.

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

The first film of the year for Historical Society is none other than Jurassic Park!

But that’s not all… students have also been challenged to design a poster for the History Society. 

If you would like to join The Historical Society, the club runs Monday after school, 3.30 till 4.30 
with Mr Roberts!
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=seJqziadYkaWa8FmyQmRLcoIO6TFTE1DqFs3ZnLMClpUNEhDOERUMFVEREpaMkpGU0s2VTlRT0VRRi4u&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEe0m0OHZCkp7ZZbw59yBvddBhSPOgZzTf0UQiwGA0s8EpT52rjOtBj1Z-3gho_aem_zB7dv0yemiweJitbpxo5dg&route=shorturl
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hy 

More Information to follow!  
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FREE SCHOOL MEAL
CHECKER!

Check if Your Child Could Receive Free School Meals

We encourage all parents and carers to take a few moments to see if their child is eligible for Free 
School Meals.

You can complete the quick online eligibility check here:
https://fsm.lgfl.net/app

The process only takes a couple of minutes, and you’ll just need your National Insurance number.
Recent changes to the eligibility criteria mean that some families who were not previously entitled to 

Free School Meals may now qualify. Even if you’ve applied before, it’s worth checking again.

Registering for Free School Meals could provide valuable support for your family and also helps The 
Abbey School receive additional funding, allowing us to continue providing extra resources and 

opportunities for our students.

Thank you for taking the time to complete the check and for your continued support.

#BeTheBestYouCanBe

We love celebrating our amazing students and their achievements! 
Parents and carers, we’d love to hear from you! If your child has achieved something they’re proud 

of (big or small!), send it in and we will share this with our school community.
Achievements could include:

• Academic successes
• Sporting achievements

• Creative talents
• Personal milestones

• Acts of kindness or resilience
To take part, simply email us with:

Your child’s achievement
Their name

A photo (optional)
info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

Let’s work together to celebrate our students and recognise their hard work!
#BeTheBestYouCanBe

STUDENT
SHOUTOUT!

https://fsm.lgfl.net/app
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CLICK THE QR CODE TO BOOK NOW!

HIRE OUR FACILITES

https://abbey.schoolhire.co.uk/
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The Abbey School
Faversham

Kent
ME13 8RZ

www.theabbey-that.org.uk

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

01795 532633

Attendance Office

01795 542477

attendance@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

“BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE”“BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE”


