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“Pupils feel part of a community that believes in them, challenges them and helps them to succeed.”

The Abbey School is proud to share our latest Ofsted Report, following our January inspection, which
took place under the new Ofsted framework.

Inspectors noted that “the school has been through significant positive change”, judging Personal
Development and Wellbeing and Post-16 Provision to be Strong Standard, and confirming that
Curriculum and Teaching, Attendance and Behaviour, Inclusion, and Leadership and Governance are
operating at the Expected Standard.

Particular praise was given to our Pastoral SupEort Team, with inspectors commenting that “Pastoral
support is a strength. Pupils trust staff to help them manage worries, and... feel safe and supported.”

“We are pleased that Ofsted recognised the strength of our work in personal development, safeguarding
and sixth-form provision, which reflects the values and culture we work hard to build every day.

Inspectors recognised that pupils are learning well, feel safe, and are prepared for their next stage,
including strong sixth-form retention and positive destinations. Our priority now is to continue
strengthening Key Stage 4 outcomes so they fully reflect the learning and progress we see across the
school.”

Dr Speller, Principal
“I would like to recognise the commitment of the leadership team and staff who have led this work with
determination and care. Together, they have focused on ensuring that pupils feel safe, supported and that
they truly belong within their school community.”

Owen McColgan, Former Chief Executive of THAT
Read the full report by clicking the image below!
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Well done to the following students for collecting the most house points this week!

AMAZING WORK EVERYONE!
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A huge thank you to all the families who joined us for our Open Evening and Open Mornings!

It was fantastic to welcome so many prospective students and their families to The Abbey School. This
year’s events were some of our busiest yet, and we hope you enjoyed exploring our school, meeting our
staff and students and getting a taste of life at The Abbey.

A special thank you also %oes to all our staff and students who played their part in making these events
such a success. From welcoming families and showcasing our sub{'ects to helping behind the scenes,

your hard work and enthusiasm made a real difference.

Thank you to everyone who joined us!

We were delighted to welcome representatives from Kent and Medway Medical School (KMMS) to The
Abbey School to deliver careers assemblies to our Year 9 and Sixth Form students, inspiring them to
think ambitiously about their futures and explore the opportunities available within medicine and
healthcare.

A collaboration between Canterbury Christ Church University and the University of Kent, KMMS is
committed to training the next generation of doctors while widening access to medical education.
Central to its work is the belief that talented young people from all backgrounds should have the
opportunity to pursue a career in medicine.

For our Year 9 students, the assembly encouraged early exploration of career pathways, helping them
recognise the importance of maKing informed choices and keeping their future options open.
For our Year 12 and 13 students, the session provided an opportunity to explore medicine as a potential
career, consider routes into higher education and develop a greater understanding of the academic
expectations, personal qualities and commitment involved.

A particularly important message across both assemblies was that a young person's background or
circumstances should not limit their aspirations. At The Abbey, we are passionate about challengin
misconceptions, broadening horizons and ensuring that every student can see themselves represented in
ambitious career pathways.

Students interested in exploring medicine further can also access KMMS's Future Doctors Programme, a
virtual medical society for young people in Years 9-12 across Kent and Medway.

We extend our thanks to Kent and Medway Medical School for giving their time to our students and
supporting our commitment to high-quality careers education, meaninfgful encounters with higher
education and widening opportunities for all.
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Join us on Wednesday 14 October, 5.30-6.30pm, for an evening of practical revision support for Year 11
students and their parents or carers.

Short English, Maths and Science workshops
Revision techniques to practise together
Advice on knowledge organisers and revision planning
A revision pack worth over £30 for every student who completes the evening
Pens, sweets and a few extra treats!

Students who complete all three workshops will also be entered into our prize draw, with four £50
vouchers to be won!

Places must be booked in advance. Register here:

Sign up!

Let’s help Year 11 feel organised, confident and ready for the year ahead.



https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=seJqziadYkaWa8FmyQmRLcoIO6TFTE1DqFs3ZnLMClpUNEhDOERUMFVEREpaMkpGU0s2VTlRT0VRRi4u&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeByXZHv2f5HzlZpSV-4gwTXVMpVbmuYBeKRY_12HeSBuxci686qQsm2uxOaM_aem_RkoGCTb3ezT2pxay-MWDRg&route=shorturl
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/



https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/

A big thank you to the team who visited The Abbey School on Thursday 8th October to deliver the
Swale Young Persons Safety Roadshow to our Year 9 students!

The roadshow brought together partners from Kent Police, Swale Borough Council, Clarion Housing
domestic abuse services, Uprising Youth and Community, and the NHS, covering important topics
including health and social care, drugs and alcohol, antisocial behaviour, exploitation, knife crime and
transport safety.

The session was hosted by local singer and actor Robbie White, who helped bring the different
presentations together and keep our students engaged.

It was a really valuable opportunity for our students to hear important advice and information to help
them stay safe and make positive choices.

But perhaps the most powerful feedback came from the students themselves.

Jimmy reflected on what he had learnt:
“That I shouldn’t get tangled up in drugs, exploitation and knife crime, plus other stuff which could
put me and my family at risk.”

Libby shared what she would take away from the dak/‘:
“1 will take away the information that when you see something wrong, you should not be scared to
tell, because it will save the victim of the incident you saw.”

Arthur reflected on the importance of personal safety:
“] just feel I need to be more aware of my surroundings when I’'m out late. | also need to be cautious
of who | get involved with and just more aware generally.”

Callum highlighted an important messaﬁe about railway safety:
“Be careful on train tracks, never trespass. They are very dangerous.”

Four reflections, four different messages, but all demonstrating the importance of giving young people
the knowledge and confidence to recognise risks, make informed decisions, look out for others and
speak up when something isn't right.

This is exactly what personal development is about: equipping our students with the knowledge and
skills they need beyond the classroom.

Thank you to everyone involved in delivering such an important and informative day!
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Is your child starting to think about their next steps after Year 11?
Join us for our Sixth Form Open Evening at The Abbey School:

Thursday 26 November | 5pm - 7.30pm
The Abbey School, London Road, Faversham, Kent, ME13 8RZ

- Meet our staff and current Sixth Form students
- Find out more about our A-level and vocational courses
- Discover our Football and Golf Academies
- Explore our facilities and find out more about Sixth Form life at The Abbey School and beyond!

There will also be talks in our Main School Hall:
6pm — Sixth Form Talk
6.30pm — Football Academy Talk

Book your place and come along to discover what The Abbey School Sixth Form has to offer.

Click the image below to book your place!

o
o

Next Friday is our first Non-Uniform Day! Students can leave the uniform at home and come to school
in their own clothes.

Cost: £5 for the year which covers all non-uniform days, payments have to be made today!
This is optional for all students, you can wear your school uniform if do not wish to participate.
Payment can only be made via Arbor = School Shop. We do not accept cash.

Please make sure students follow these rules:

* Abbey School bag and equipment must be brought in — no other bags are acceptable
e No short, low-cut, strappy or vest tops
* No hot pants or short skirts
* No offensive logos
e No tummies on show
* No open-toed shoes or Crocs
e Football shirts are allowed
e Clothing must not be dangerous or unsuitable for walking around school
e The usual rules apply to jewellery and make-up
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Thinking ahead to Work Experience? Join us Thursday 15 October, 5:00-6:00pm for a live online session
via Microsoft Teams.

We'll cover everything parents and carers need to know, including:

Finding and securing a placement
Key dates and deadlines
Using Unifrog and completing paperwork
Safeguarding and staying safe on placement .
How you can support your child
Where to get help and answers to your questions

Work Experience takes place in Term 6, but placements and paperwork need to be sorted before the end
of March.

Please note: You will need to download Microsoft Teams onto your phone, tablet or computer to access
the meeting.

If you need any IT support, please do get in touch with us.

The Teams link will be shared nearer the time.

Drawing on her impressive artistic skills, she created a thouEhtful and visually engagin% design that
reflects the calming, expressive, and supportive nature of art therapy. The logo captures the importance
of creativity as a tool for wellbeing.

Enya demonstrated not only exceptional artistic ability but also a genuine understanding of how art can
support emotional wellbeing. She worked carefully to develop a design that is both professional and
meaningful, showing great commitment throughout the process.

Art therapy provides young people with an opportunity to express themselves creatively, build
confidence, and explore their thoughts and feelings in a safe and supportive environment. Having a
bespoke logo designed by one of our own students makes this provision even more special.

We are incredibly proud of her achievement and grateful for the time, effort, and talent she has
contributed. Her work is a fantastic example of the creativity, initiative, and community spirit that we
value within our Sixth Form.
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We want to remind you about how to seek help if you have a safeguarding concern about a child,
particularly outside of school hours.

Our Safeguarding and Pastoral Team are available from 8.30am to 4.30pm, Monday to Thursday &
Friday until 3.30pm, during term time. We are always happy to listen, support families and respond to
concerns raised with us during these hours.

Please be aware that school email inboxes are not monitored outside of these hours, particularly during
evenings and weekends. If you email the school with a safeguarding concern after 4.30pm or over the
weekend, your message may not be seen until the next working day. This means that emailing the
school should not be relied upon where a child may need immediate help or protection. If you are
worried about a child’s immediate safety or welfare, please contact the appropriate service directly:

If a child is in immediate danger or there is an immediate risk of serious harm: please call 999 and ask
for the Police. For a non-emergency concern requiring Police assistance: please call Kent Police on
101.

For concerns about a child’s safety or welfare: contact Kent Children’s Services (The Front Door) on
03000 41 11 11.

Outside normal hours, including evenings and weekends: Kent Children’s Services can be contacted on
03000 41 91 91.

We appreciate that knowing who to contact can sometimes feel difficult, particularly when you are
worried about a child. Our priority is to make sure that concerns reach the right professionals as quickly
as possible, so please use the appropriate service rather than waiting for the school to respond to an
email.

Of course, if your concern is not urgent and you would like to speak to a member of our Safeguarding or
Pastoral Team, please contact us during our normal school hours. We are here to listen and support you.

Thank you for working with us to help keep our children and young people safe.

Safeguarding and Pastoral Team 8.30am to 4.30pm, Monday to Thursday & Friday until 3.30pm, during
term time only
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With Year 11 mock examinations just around the corner, don't forget that we have a range of FREE
revision and support workshops taking place over the October half term!

Our teachers will be offering additional support to help students revisit key topics, practise their skills
and build confidence ahead of their examinations.

Sessions begin Monday 19 October!
There's still time to sign up:

Science — 19 & 20 October
https:/forms.cloud.microsoft/e/73cptYSEFu

Dance — 19 & 20 October
https:/forms.cloud.microsoft/e/uvSPMu3ZNU

Media — 20 October
https:/forms.cloud.microsoft/e/p1NbnQiB4B

ICT - 20 & 21 October
https:/forms.cloud.microsoft/e/5e8wues6s).

Food Technology — 22 October
https:/forms.cloud.microsoft/e/UfvzCODL6¢

Spanish — 26 October
https:/forms.cloud.microsoft/e/Z3pusvMEWC

Photography - 19 October
October Half-Term Photography Sessions — Sign Up — Fill in form

Maths - 23 October & 30 October
October Half-Term Maths Sessions — Sign Up — Fill out form

Students are welcome to sign léF for sessions across different subjects, depending on where they feel
additional support would be most helpful.

Parents and carers can also find full details of the sessions and arrangements on Arbor.
Please encourage your child to make the most of these opportunities. A little extra time revisiting key
knowledge and practising examination skills can make a real difference as we approach the mock
examinations.

Thank you again to our staff who are giving up their time over the holiday to support Year 11.
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Congratulations to Zack on becoming our Golf Academy Captain for 2026-27!

Zack has made fantastic progress, representing The Abbey in school tournaments and fixtures, as well as
competing for Faversham’s junior section.

Well done Zack!

On Monday, it was World Teachers” Day and we're celebrated ALL the staff who make The Abbey such a
special community.

While World Teachers” Day and National Teaching Assistants” Day recognise our teachers and TAs, we
want to say a huge thank you to everyone who supports our students and keeps our school thriving.

From the success of last week’s Open Evening to the countless everyday moments of care,
encouragement and support — every contribution makes a difference.

Our students wanted to share, in their own words, just how much the people around them mean.
Enjoy the video — and thank you, Team Abbey, for everything you do.

Click the image below to be taken to a special thank you video!
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Check if Your Child Could Receive Free School Meals!

We encourage all parents and carers to take a few moments to see if their child is eligible for Free
School Meals.

You can complete the quick online eligibility check here:
https:/fsm.Igfl.net/app_

The process only takes a couple of minutes, and you'll just need your National Insurance number.
Recent changes to the eligibility criteria mean that some families who were not previously entitled to
Free School Meals may now qualify. Even if you've applied before, it's worth checking again.

Registering for Free School Meals could provide valuable support for your family and also helps The
Abbey School receive additional funding, allowing us to continue providing extra resources and
opportunities for our students.

Thank you for taking the time to complete the check and for your continued support

We love celebrating our amazing students and their achievements!

Parents and carers, we'd love to hear from you! If your child has achieved something they’re proud of
(big or small!), send it in and we will share this with our school community.

Achievements could include:
Academic successes
Sporting achievements
Creative talents
Personal milestones
Acts of kindness or resilience

To take part, simply email us with:
Your child’s achievement
Their name A photo (optional)

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

Let’s work together to celebrate our students and recognise their hard work!
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Scan the QR Code to book!
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The Abbey School
London Road

Faversham
ME13 8RZ

www.theabbey-that.org.uk
info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk
01795 532633

Attendance Office
01795 542477

attendance@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk
“BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE”
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