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Well done to the following students for collecting the most house points this week!

KEEP UP THE AMAZING WORK!
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HOLOCAUST
MEMORIAL

Today, students in Years 7-10 and Year 12 took part in a powerful and reflective Holocaust Memorial
Day assembly.

Observed each year on 27 January, this day asks us to remember the six million Jewish peogle
murdered during the Holocaust and to reflect o? %UI‘ responsibility to challenge prejudice and hatred
oday.

We were honoured to hear the story of Walter and Herta Kammerling, shared by their son, Peter
Kammerling.

Both Walter and Herta escaped Vienna as children on the Kindertransport. They later met in London
as part of a refugee group before marrylnﬁ in 1944, Many of their family members were murdered
in Auschwitz. After the war, they rebuilt their lives in the UK. Walter became a chartered engineer,

chaired his synago%ue and dedicated himself to Holocaust education, speaklnﬁ_to over 10,000
young people. In 2019, he was awarded the British Empire Medal for this work.

The presentation included moving video testimony from Walter and Herta, helping students
understand not just the history, but the human impact of separation, loss and survival.
Peter continues his parents’ legacy by sharing their story with schools so that future generations
understand why remembrance matters.

Students listened with maturity and empathy throughout. The themes of the assembly linked closely
to our values of kindness, respect and responsibility, reminding us that standing up against hatred is
everyone’s responsibility.

For more information on Peter’s story, visit:

https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/holocaust-survivor-walter-and-herta-kammerling/

MOCK
EXAMS

Mock exams have been in full swing this week for Years 11 and 13.

Well done to everyone for all the hard work you’ve been putting in! With GCSE and A-level exams
just around the corner, this is a really important time to get plenty of practice and build your
confidence for the real thing.

There are lots of simPIe_tiPs and revision strategies that can make a big difference. We've linked an
NHS page with useful information and advice Lo hlelpksupport you during exam season, definitely
worth a look.

https:/www.nhs.uk/.../help.../tips-on-preparing-for-exams/

Keep going, you’ve got this!
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FAVERSHAM
GEM AWARDS

We’re nominating our students for the Faversham GEMs Awards 2026!
We are proud to be putting forward some of our incredible young people for the Faversham GEMs
Awards - celebrating children and young peopleﬂ:/vho truly go the extra mile to make life sparkle for
others.

These awards recognise kindness, community spirit, and the small actions that make a big difference.
Nominations are open until the end of February, and anyone can nominate - including peers!

Take a look and consider who your GEM might be:

www.favershamgems.org

YOUNG
COOKS

Young Cooks Competition 2026
Ready to ignite your passion for cooking and uncover the chef within you? »
Young people from all year groups are invited to takeCPart in our Young Cooks Cookery Competition
2026, where talent, creativity, and flavour take centre stage.
Winners will receive a share of £600, and one finalist will be selected to cook at an exclusive
Showcase Lunch at The Dog in Wingham. There may also be the opportunity to attend a master class
with an award-winning chef.

We are happy to support students throughout the iap%Iication process, so please don’t hesitate to get
involved.

To find out more, visit: https://sekgroup.org.uk/support/sek-schools/young-cooks-competition/

STUDENT
SHOUTOUT!

We love celebrating our amazing students and their achievements!
Parents and carers, we’d love to hear from you! [f your child has achieved something they’re proud
of (big or small!), send it in and we will share this with our school community.

Achievements could include:
Academic successes
- Sporting achievements
- Creative talents
- Personal milestones
- Acts of kindness or resilience

To take part, simply email us with:
Your child’s achievement
Their name
A photo (optional)

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

Let’s work together to celebrate our students and recognise their hard work!
#BeTheBestYouCanBe
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PREVENTING VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN AND GIRLS

The Abbey School Stands Up, Speaks Out and Steps Forward

Over this week and next, we are welcoming the Child Centred Policing Team to deliver assemblies
to Years 7-10 and Year 12 on preventing Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG). This is about
action, not just awareness.

TThe Abbey School is proud to be one of only three schools in Swale selected to take part in this
initiative as we begin our journey towards White Ribbon Status — a commitment to challenging
harmful attitudes, gender stereotypes and behaviours that contribute to inequality and disrespect.

Students will be invited to become VAWG Champions. In the final week of term, they will complete
a short tutor-time survey identifying areas in the community where they feel unsafe. From this, a
cross-year group of boys and girls will work with staff and local partners to develop initiatives and
raise these issues with the council.

This work helps us build a culture where everyone feels safe, respected and that they belong. It’s not
a one-off event - it’s the start of student-led change in our school and community.

The photo below shows students from Year 8 who engaged thoughtfully and positively during today’s
assembly.




SPOTLIGHT ON
PE / SPORT

Extra-Curricular Sport — A Term of Outstanding Engagement!

Extra-curricular sport has gone from strength to strength this term, with exceptional levels of
participation across a range of activities. Girls’ Basketball has been running every Tuesday after
school and continues to grow in popularity, providing a positive, inclusive environment for students
to develop skills, confidence and teamwork.

Wednesdays have been particularly vibrant, with open sessions for all boys and girls in Years 7,
8 and 9. Students can choose between Dodgeball Club or Badminton Club, both of which have
proved hugely popular. Attendance has regularly exceeded 60 students each week, highlighting the
enthusiasm students have for being active beyond the curriculum.

These sessions are deliberately inclusive and accessible — no cost, no sign-up required, and students
simply need to turn ug in their PE kit. All students are welcome, and it has been fantastic to see such
igh engagement, energy and enjoyment across the term.

Dover Athletic Football Academy — Unbeaten in National Youth Alliance!

Dover Athletic Academy is committed to developing talented young footballers both on and off the

pitch, providing a high-performance environment that supports player progression, education, and

personal growth. The academy prides itself on creating clear pathways for players to advance into
senior football while also exploring opportunities beyond the domestic game.

This season has been a standout year for the academy, with the Whites currently unbeaten in
the highly competitive National Youth Alliance League. This achievement reflects the quality of
coaching, player commitment, and the strong team ethos embedded within the programme. The
academy’s close connection with Dover Aﬁﬂetic Football Club has already proven valuable,
with two academy ﬁlayers earning places in the Dover Athletic First Team match day squad—an
important milestone that highlights the acaden}y’s l;o'ﬁ in preparing players for the demands of senior
ootball.

In addition to progression into the professional game, Dover Athletic Academy sup#oorts players in
accessing international opportunities. Three academy players have recently been offered American
scholarships, demonstrating the academy’s commitment to providing diverse pathways that combine
football development with education.

Through a focus on excellence, opportunity, and progression, Dover Athletic Academy continues to
establish itself as a leading environment for aspiring young footballers.




Faversham Golf Academy — Hard work paying off!

The Abbey School Golf Academy in partnership with Faversham Golf Club has made an extremely
positive start to their first year, with encouraging progress seen across the team. From the outset
of the season, players have shown strong commitment to training, embracing coaching sessions
with enthusiasm and a clear desire to improve. This dedication is already paying off, with man
individuals making noticeable strides in their technical skills, course management, and overal?/

confidence on the course.

The winter months have provided a valuable opportunity to focus on fundamentals, practice
routines, and long-term development goals. As a result, players are well prepared and highly
motivated as they look ahead to the spring and summer months, when better weather will aﬁow for
increased on-course play and competitive opportunities.

The academy has also enjoyed excellent success in recent Schools Golf events, with stron
performances reflecting the hard work being put in by both players and coaches. These results have
been a real highlight of the early season and have helped build momentum and belief throughout
the academy. Witﬁ this in mind, there is great excitement about entering many more Schools Golf
competitions in the coming months, continuing to challenge players, support their development, and
build on an already promising start to the year.

SPOTLIGHT ON
ART

This term, we were thrilled to introduce two exciting new projects to the Year 7 and Year 8 Art
curriculum.

Year 7 have been developing their drawing skills through our new Observation and Tone project.
Pupils explored mark-making, shading, and composition while creating beautiful beachscape
drawings inspired by Henry Moore’s Sea Chalk studies. The project has helped students build

confidence in looking closely at natural forms and capturing light, shadow, and texture.




Year 8 have been diving into the world of scientific illustration, studying the extraordinary sea forms
of Ernst Haeckel. Using his work as inspiration, pupils experimented with printmaking techniques to
create their own imaginative, alien-like prints. Using sketches of flotsam and jetsam collected from
shorelines, they transformed these natural shapes into striking, surreal designs.

Both year groups have produced fantastic work, and we are incredibly proud of their creativity and
enthusiasm. We look forward to showcasing some of their pieces in an upcoming display.

Our Year 9 students have been working hard this term on an ambitious drawing and painting
roject exploring colour and light through the techniques of Claude Monet. Pupils have been
studying Monet’s iconic Rouen Cathedral series, paying close attention to how he used shifting light,
atmospheric colour, and expressive brushwork to transform the same subject at different times of day.
Inspired by Monet’s approach, students have been creating their own painted studies of Canterbury
Cathedral, focusing on small sections of the architecture. Through observational drawing, colour
mixing, and layered painting techniques, they have been learning how to capture changing light
effects, from warm sunrise tones to cooler, shadowed moments.

This Eroject has challenged students to think deeply about colour relationships and impressionist

mark-making, and the results so far are vibrant, thoughtful, and beautifully expressive. We look
forward to sharing their finished pieces as the project develops.

STAFF
RECOGNITION

We have some staff recognition to celebrate today for our Head of Year 8, Mr Wren, who has been
selected for the Kent Online Team of the Week.

If you’d like to show your support, you can head over to Kent Online or click the image below and
vote for him as Star Man.

&
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COLD WEATHER REMINDER

As the weather has turned colder and temperatures continue to drop, please ensure your
child comes to school with a warm coat each day. We want all children to stay comfortable
and safe during their time at school.

Thank you for your support and cooperation.







EXTRA CURRICULAR
PROGRAMME
TERM 3

This term, our extracurricular programme is full of exciting opportunities, with something to

suit everyone’s interests. There are sports, creative clubs and new activities to try out. Joinin

in is not just about fun, it’s also a chance to discover new talents, meet different people, an
grow in confidence.

T\r?/ing new things is especiall\( valuable because it helps you step outside your comfort zone.
ou may uncover hidden skills you didn’t know you had, or find a passion that could shape
your future. It also teaches resilience, problem-solvmﬁ, and teamwork skills that are useful
both in and out of school.

Most importantly, extracurricular activities bring balance to your life. They give you a break

from classroom fearning while still helping you develop in meaningful ways. Whether you

continue with something familiar or try something completely new, you'll gain experiences
and memories that will last well beyond this term.

Click the image below to see what is happening this term!

YOU SAID
WE DID!
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Year 10 Work Experience — Deadline Approaching!

Year 10 students are reminded that Work Experience Week will take place from Monday
29th June to Friday 3rd July 2026. The deadline to submit placement details is Monday, 23rd
February 2026.

This is a fantastic opportunity for students to %ain first-hand experience in the workplace,
develop new skills, and explore potential career paths!

All instructions for how to support your child submitting their placement is on the attached
image.

Ifzou or your child experience any difficulties accessing Unifrog or adding placement
information, please ask them to come Mrs Priestley during form time (they will need to
inform their form tutor first).




SUPPORTING EXAM STRESS AND WELLBEING

As part of the Personal Development programme, our Year 11, 12 and 13
students have been provided with helpful resources from Kooth, an award-
winning online mental health and wellbeing platform.

Kooth offers free, safe and anonymous support for young people, including:

One-to-one chats with qualified counsellors,
Helpful articles and weﬂbeing activities,

Peer support through moderated discussion boards, and
Tools to track mood and set personal goals.

With mock exams approaching next week, we know many students may be
feeling more anxious. These resources are designed to help them manage stress,
build resilience and maintain balance during the exam period.

How you can support at home:

Encourage regular breaks, rest, and healthy routines.

Listen without judgement — sometimes taYking helps most.
Remind them that effort and progress matter more than perfection.
Visit www.kooth.com together to explore the support available.

We're incredibly proud of our students’ dedication and will continue to provide
both academic and emotional support throughout the exam season.




HIRE OUR FACILITES

CLICK THE QR CODE TO BOOK NOW!



https://abbey.schoolhire.co.uk/




The Abbey School
Faversnam

K
MELT BRZ

www.theabbey-that.org.uk
info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk
01795 532633

Attendance Office
01795 542477
attendance@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

A

The Abbey
School




