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Celebration of life
Eleisha Skinner

Head Student 2022-23

We remember and celebrate the life of a truly remarkable young woman whose presence at the Abbey School 
leaves a lasting mark on our community and in the hearts of all who had the privilege to know her.

From the moment Eleisha joined us as a Year 7 student in 2016, she embodied determination, dedication and 
kindness. Over seven years, she embraced every opportunity with enthusiasm and purpose, growing not only 

as a student but as a leader, role model, and friend. 

Her academic journey reflected her strong work ethic and constant curiosity, reflected most fittingly in sixth 
form as she studied Health & Social Care, Child Development, English Literature, and Psychology - subjects 

that mirrored her deep desire to support, understand, and uplift others. As Head Student, Eleisha was a 
genuine changemaker. She led with warmth, fairness, and a maturity beyond her years. Fondly remembered 

for her ability to bring people together, it was often said with a smile that she not only led the sixth form 
students, but probably the sixth form staff too. Her leadership was rooted in kindness, encouragement, and a 

deep sense of responsibility for those around her.

Eleisha was endlessly generous with her time; not only leading at large school events but also as a peer 
mentor and role model to younger students, always being ready to listen, guide, and encourage. Eleisha’s 
kindness extended far beyond the classroom, whether supporting her friends or giving back to her local 

community as Miss Faversham, a role she embraced with grace and enthusiasm. 

Family-focused, loyal, and aspirational, Eleisha held her loved ones close and carried a strong sense of 
purpose in all that she did. Her compassionate nature made her destined for a future in social work, a path 

that reflected her determination to make a positive difference in the lives of others.

In the final year of her university studies, Eleisha was a happy, determined, and driven young woman, full 
of promise and purpose. Her passing has been felt deeply across our school community, where she is fondly 

remembered and greatly missed by staff and students alike. We hold close the many happy memories of 
Eleisha’s laughter, leadership, and light. Her legacy lives on in the lives she touched, the example she set, and 

the warmth she brought into every space she entered.

Eleisha will always remain a cherished part of the Abbey family.
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In 2019, I had the privilege of being part of a group of Abbey School students and staff who visited the island of Réunion. Eleisha, who was in 
Year 9 at the time, was also part of this group. She played an important role during the trip, and it was her confidence and warm, outgoing nature 

that helped to bridge the language and cultural differences between the Abbey students and the students from Réunion.

Eleisha showed genuine leadership throughout the visit, always ensuring that everyone felt included in activities, regardless of whether they were 
part of her immediate friendship group. She was a joy to spend time with on the trip, and she made a lasting impression on all who knew her. She 

will be greatly missed.
Head of Media

Eleisha was an absolute joy to teach in PE and someone we will always remember with great fondness. She had a truly beautiful personality and 
was so kind, caring and thoughtful towards everyone around her. Eleisha was a genuine pleasure to teach and approached every lesson with 
positivity and enthusiasm (even when we did badminton or bench-ball for the whole term), she was always considerate of others and never 

without her cheeky smile. I will always remember her big glasses and the gentle, lovely nature she brought with her wherever she went. As well 
as her humour, Eleisha’s kindness sticks in my memory, particularly the wonderful way that she used to support her sister when she first joined 

the school. She always came across as a great friend to her peers, and had an infectious laugh. She was a wonderful student, and the school was 
made much richer by her contributions to school life.

PE Department

From the moment I met Eleisha, she was clear about her ambition to become a social worker. She chose Health and Social Care and Child 
Development with this goal in mind and never wavered in her determination. When Health and Social Care did not run in sixth form, Eleisha 
showed remarkable resilience, continuing with Child Development and independently studying Health and Social Care content in her private 

study time. Her commitment and determination were admirable. 
 

Eleisha was thrilled to secure a place at university to study Social Work. Her compassion, sense of purpose, and desire to advocate for others 
would have made her an outstanding social worker.

Head of Health and Social Care

We remember Eleisha as a confident and fearless young woman with a kind heart who worked really hard for herself and sixth form during 
Yr12 and 13. She had a vivacious personality and was full of confidence and ambition for life. We remember joining her and some other 6th 

form students on a sponsored walk during her last summer at the school and it was a fun afternoon walking in the sun and talking about life and 
hopes for the future. We cannot find words to express the sadness of her loss and our thoughts and prayers are with her family and friends. She 
is remembered in Sixth Form for the smile that glowed and infected everyone, the minute Eleisha stepped in to the office. A charismatic, strong, 

amazing person who will be greatly missed by all of those who knew her.
Sixth Form Team

Eleisha was a model student in English. conscientious, hard-working, and most of all resilient with a determination to succeed even when things 
were challenging. Eleisha’s strength and a willingness to succeed is who she was, and she was an inspiration to her fellow peers. Eleisha also 

stood out with her radiance and magnetic personality.

There are so many memorable moments to recall from working with Eleisha, from bright blazer day to the cake sales, the endless jokes, practising 
her Head girl speeches, and her constant support to promote English in the sixth form to her peers - she was forever giving her time to her younger 
peers in the school mentoring, supporting, and inspiring them to succeed. Eleisha’s willingness to give was boundless - we are privileged to have 

known her, taught her, and to have her as a student in English.
Head of English

Eleisha was an exceptional young person whose contribution to The Abbey School community was profound and lasting. As a Head Student, 
she embodied the very best of our values: she led with integrity, gave her time generously, and was deeply committed to supporting others. She 

was thoughtful, compassionate, and quietly determined, and she made a genuine difference to the life of the school. I remember Eleisha speaking 
with real clarity and passion about her ambition to become a social worker - not as an abstract idea, but as a vocation rooted in care, justice and 

service. That sense of purpose stayed with her, and it was evident in the way she carried herself and the way she treated people.

Eleisha will be remembered with great affection and pride by staff and students alike. Her legacy is one of kindness, leadership and contribution, 
and she will always remain a valued part of the Abbey story.

Principal
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Well done to the following students for collecting the most house points this week!
KEEP UP THE AMAZING WORK!

Janet Z
Year 7
35HP

Frederick B
Year 8
43HP

Charlie B
Year 8
37HP

Devon B
Year 10
57HP
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NEWSLETTER!

CANTEEN MENU
2025/26

Click the images below to view the canteen 
menu for Term 3!

Year 
Group

Learning 
Time

Average 
Score

Time 
Champion

Score 
Champion

12&13 4h 29min 90% Oliver S James T

11 70h 32min 66% Reuben M Josh B

10 47h 38min 64% Lucy M Leighton G

9 48h 35min 69% Lily-May H Marci M

8 14h 49min 66% Mitchell J Eadie W

7 10h 7min 66% Abiola O Ikmat M

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/what-parents-and-educators-need-to-know-about-roblox?utm_campaign=WUW&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=Organic
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/newsletter/2025-26/D9115004A8AE4F7470BEFB1417FC8861.pdf
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/lunch/B220034137BFEEC09247B9D13A913E88.pdf
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We love celebrating our amazing students and their achievements! 
Parents and carers, we’d love to hear from you! If your child has achieved something they’re proud 

of (big or small!), send it in and we will share this with our school community.

Achievements could include:
• Academic successes

• Sporting achievements
• Creative talents

• Personal milestones
• Acts of kindness or resilience

To take part, simply email us with:
Your child’s achievement

Their name
A photo (optional)

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

Let’s work together to celebrate our students and recognise their hard work!

#BeTheBestYouCanBe

Well done to all students who took part in a Up Lift morning on Wednesday. It was a great morning 
for everyone involved!

Keep up the great work everyone.

In gardening and craft club this term we have been looking forward to Easter. Some students made 
these really cute Easter chicks.

Next week we are starting a gardening and plant project and checking up on our trees. Anyone is 
welcome: Tuesdays 3:30-4:30 in C11.

STUDENT
SHOUTOUT!

YEAR 10 AND 11
UP LIFT MORNING

CRAFT
CLUB
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 Who makes life sparkle? 

FAVERSHAM
GEM AWARDS

YOUNG 
COOKS

To honour Holocaust Memorial Day, all students will take part in an enrichment presentation on 
Monday 26th January, delivered by Peter Kammerling from Generation2Generation.

The session forms part of our Personal Development curriculum and includes sensitive historical 
testimony, delivered in an age-appropriate and supported way.

More information: https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/holocaust-survivor-walter-and-herta-
kammerling/

For questions, please contact alebrunn-healey@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk.

We’re nominating our students for the Faversham GEMs Awards 2026! 

We are proud to be putting forward some of our incredible young people for the Faversham GEMs 
Awards - celebrating children and young people who truly go the extra mile to make life sparkle for 

others.

These awards recognise kindness, community spirit, and the small actions that make a big difference.
Nominations are open until the end of February, and anyone can nominate - including peers!

Take a look and consider who your GEM might be:

www.favershamgems.org

Young Cooks Competition 2026 
 

Ready to ignite your passion for cooking and uncover the chef within you? 
Young people from all year groups are invited to take part in our Young Cooks Cookery Competition 

2026, where talent, creativity, and flavour take centre stage. 
 

Winners will receive a share of £600, and one finalist will be selected to cook at an exclusive 
Showcase Lunch at The Dog in Wingham. There may also be the opportunity to attend a master class 

with an award-winning chef. 
 

We are happy to support students throughout the application process, so please don’t hesitate to get 
involved.

To find out more, visit: https://sekgroup.org.uk/support/sek-schools/young-cooks-competition/

ENRICHMENT & PERSONAL
DEVELOPMENT NOTICE!

https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/holocaust-survivor-walter-and-herta-kammerling/
https://www.generation2generation.org.uk/holocaust-survivor-walter-and-herta-kammerling/
http://www.favershamgems.org
https://sekgroup.org.uk/support/sek-schools/young-cooks-competition/
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https://sekgroup.org.uk/support/sek-schools/kent-education-awards/
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LATEST
RESULTS!

DOVER ATHLETIC ‘WHITES’

DOVER ATHLETIC ‘BLUES’

RAMSGATE

WELLING UNITED

2

0

4

0

Abraham
Leberl

Below are the results from Wednesday 21st January!
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POETRY LIVE REMINDER!
Last chance to buy poetry live tickets for 12th February 2026. 

TICKETS ON ARBOR UNTIL TUESDAY 27th JANUARY!

Consideration In The Community
Most of you are wonderful ambassadors of the school through your kind and considerate actions 

towards others in our local community, especially when travelling to and from school.

Remember it is not fair for anyone to be allowed to deliberately make life miserable for others. We 
will never tolerate nasty behaviour, thoughtless actions or bullying towards those in our 

school or in the local community. In school always ask an adult for help if you are being treated 
unkindly or if you feel frustrated about the way others are treating you.  In the community we 

need to show we are caring and considerate towards those who live and work near the school, so 
everyone feels safe and happy when they meet Abbey students.

DODO DO NOTDO NOT

Move aside on the pavement to 
allow to use it.

Monopolise the whole pavement space by walking in 
a group forcing elderly, those with prams or indeed 
anyone from the community into the road.

Speak using appropriate tone 
and at a sensible level to those 
you are with, using language 
that is not offensive or swearing.

Shriek, shout, threaten or swear to those around you, 
be they friends, members of the public or students who 
attend other schools - this is intimidating behaviour 
brings our school into disrepute and this will be followed 
up and dealt with.

Cross roads safely, using the 
bridge to navigate the A3 and 
by looking up and checking the 
traffic for all other streets where 
there are no pedestrian crossing 
facilities 

Run across the A3, this is a busy road with TWO speed 
cameras on it for a reason - the number of accidents. DO 
NOT become a statistic (injured or worse). Do not walk 
out directly in front of cars and expect them to stop.

Respect residents’ property 
by walking on the pavements, 
keeping away from cars, bin, 
doors and driveways.  Be polite 
to those who live near our 
school.

Trespass onto people’s property or cause damage to their 
property, if this happens residents should report this to 
the police, and we will always help the police identify 
who has caused the problem so they can take the action 
they need to (this could include prosecution for criminal 
damage or harassment etc).
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EXTRA CURRICULAR
PROGRAMME

TERM 3
This term, our extracurricular programme is full of exciting opportunities, with something to 
suit everyone’s interests. There are sports, creative clubs and new activities to try out. Joining 
in is not just about fun, it’s also a chance to discover new talents, meet different people, and 

grow in confidence. 
 

Trying new things is especially valuable because it helps you step outside your comfort zone. 
You may uncover hidden skills you didn’t know you had, or find a passion that could shape 
your future. It also teaches resilience, problem-solving, and teamwork skills that are useful 

both in and out of school. 
 

Most importantly, extracurricular activities bring balance to your life. They give you a break 
from classroom learning while still helping you develop in meaningful ways. Whether you 
continue with something familiar or try something completely new, you’ll gain experiences 

and memories that will last well beyond this term. 

Click the image below to see what is happening this term!

YOU SAID
WE DID!

https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/extra-c/661000370A8CE490C4AA0D077F38A167.pdf
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Work Experience Programme for Year 10 Students 2026
We are pleased to announce that our Work Experience Programme for Year 10 students, 
taking place from Monday 29th June to Friday 4th July 2026. This compulsory, week-long 
placement gives students the opportunity to step away from their usual school timetable and 
gain invaluable first-hand experience in the world of work.

To introduce the programme, we will be holding an assembly for all Year 10 students, 
where they will receive clear guidance on how to source, apply for, and follow up on work 
placements. This session will also offer practical advice on approaching employers and 
making the most of this experience.

Why Work Experience Matters

At this important stage of their education, work experience plays a vital role in helping 
students:
•Explore potential career paths and industries of interest
•Build independence and confidence through real-world experience
•Enhance CVs and future applications for sixth form, college, apprenticeships, or university
•Develop transferable skills, such as communication, teamwork, and problem-solving
Students are expected to arrange their own placement, ideally in a field that interests them. 
This process not only gives students a sense of ownership over their future, but also helps 
them develop essential skills for future job searches and applications.

Supporting Your Child

We ask for your support in encouraging your child to actively pursue a placement that 
aligns with their interests or future aspirations. Whether it’s in healthcare, business, the 
arts, engineering, education, or another field, every experience will help broaden their 
understanding of the working world.

Students will be guided through the process in school, and I will be available to offer support 
and advice as needed.

This is a fantastic opportunity for our students to gain meaningful insight into the world 
beyond school, and we look forward to seeing the positive impact it will have on their 
confidence, motivation, and future goals.

Mrs Priestley
Careers Support Co-ordinator 
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SUPPORTING EXAM STRESS AND WELLBEING
As part of the Personal Development programme, our Year 11, 12 and 13 
students have been provided with helpful resources from Kooth, an award-
winning online mental health and wellbeing platform.

Kooth offers free, safe and anonymous support for young people, including:

•	 One-to-one chats with qualified counsellors,
•	 Helpful articles and wellbeing activities,
•	 Peer support through moderated discussion boards, and
•	 Tools to track mood and set personal goals.

With mock exams approaching next week, we know many students may be 
feeling more anxious. These resources are designed to help them manage stress, 
build resilience and maintain balance during the exam period.

How you can support at home:

•	 Encourage regular breaks, rest, and healthy routines.
•	 Listen without judgement — sometimes talking helps most.
•	 Remind them that effort and progress matter more than perfection.
•	 Visit www.kooth.com together to explore the support available.

We’re incredibly proud of our students’ dedication and will continue to provide 
both academic and emotional support throughout the exam season.
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NEW 3G PITCH
APPROVED!

We were thrilled to get planning permission from Swale Council on 15th January 2026 for a 
second 3G pitch on our site! The total value of the development includes significant funding 
from the Football Foundation, Kent County Council and Swale Borough Council as well as a 

contribution from the school.

This additional 3G pitch will allow for a great amount of outdoor PE for our pupils all year 
round, and will provide a fantastic community asset, with a wide range of users signed up 
for weekly slots including: Faversham Strike Force FC, London Lionesses, Kent Disability, 

Faversham Rugby and many other groups from our community.

As well as a brand new state-of-the-art 11-a-side 3G pitch, our 3 changing rooms will 
undergo a complete transformation and we will be installing an 80 space car park, with EV 

charges.

We can’t wait to share further plans in the coming months!
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CLICK THE QR CODE TO BOOK NOW!

HIRE OUR FACILITES

https://abbey.schoolhire.co.uk/
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The Abbey School
Faversham

Kent
ME14 8RZ

www.theabbey-that.org.uk

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

01795 532633

Attendance Office

01795 542477

attendance@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk


