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Well done to the following students for collecting the most house points this year!
AMAZING WORK GUYS!

Connor B
Year 7

1277HP

Frederick B
Year 8

1240HP

Charlie B
Year 8

1372HP

Damilola S
Year 10
1298HP
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NEWSLETTER!

CANTEEN MENU
2026/27

Click the image below to view the canteen 
menu for Term 1!

As we come close to the end of another 
school year, please click on the linked image 

below, which will take you to Forster’s 
School Outfitters price sheet.

file:https://nationalcollege.com/guides/skin-betting
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/newsletter/2025-26/A16FBFA028BEFCA8307A424EF29F72EC.pdf
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/the-school-day/E5918B3D8C7D617F8F5694E52189B009.pdf
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=833&type=pdf
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OFSTED
RESULTS!

“Pupils feel part of a community that believes in them, challenges them and helps them to succeed.”
The Abbey School is proud to share our latest Ofsted Report, following our January inspection, 

which took place under the new Ofsted framework.
 

Inspectors noted that “the school has been through significant positive change”, judging Personal 
Development and Wellbeing and Post-16 Provision to be Strong Standard, and confirming that 

Curriculum and Teaching, Attendance and Behaviour, Inclusion, and Leadership and Governance 
are operating at the Expected Standard.

Particular praise was given to our Pastoral Support Team, with inspectors commenting that “Pastoral 
support is a strength. Pupils trust staff to help them manage worries, and... feel safe and supported”.

“We are pleased that Ofsted recognised the strength of our work in personal development, 
safeguarding and sixth-form provision, which reflects the values and culture we work hard to build 

every day.

Inspectors recognised that pupils are learning well, feel safe, and are prepared for their next stage, 
including strong sixth-form retention and positive destinations. Our priority now is to continue 

strengthening key stage 4 outcomes so they fully reflect the learning and progress we see across the 
school.” - Dr Speller, Principal

“I would like to recognise the commitment of the leadership team and staff who have led this work 
with determination and care. Together they have focused on ensuring that pupils feel safe, supported 

and that they truly belong within their school community.” - Owen McColgan, Chief Executive of 
THAT

Read the full report by clicking the image below!

“supported”
“calm”

“safe”

“meaningful
opportunities”

“the curriculum
is ambitiosus”

“broad range 
of enrichment”

“significant
positive change”

“motivated to
succeed”

“inclusive
culture”

https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=825&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHo1cbSxXPwzj2P0s5G6QHrBvokGPI-xvjzY28XWUhvko_U_mPwNIra0xUXnO_aem_CHC6KDdBX_v4G-uuXy5hIg
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As we reach the end of another busy school year, I would like to thank everyone who has 
contributed to the life of The Abbey School over the past twelve months.

Our students have achieved a great deal, both inside and beyond the classroom. Whether through 
their academic work, sporting achievements, performances, leadership roles, charity work or 
contributions to the wider community, they have repeatedly demonstrated the talent, character and 
potential that exist across our school.

The final weeks of the school year have provided a particularly good example of the breadth of 
opportunity available to our students. There have been numerous trips and educational visits, our 
Community Days, the School Fete and a wide range of enrichment activities. Our Year 10 and Year 
12 students have also completed work-experience placements, gaining valuable insight into the 
world of work and developing their confidence, independence and employability skills.

Last week’s End-of-Term Awards Evening was another real highlight. It provided a wonderful 
opportunity to bring together students, families and staff to celebrate the achievements, progress, 
commitment and contributions of young people from across the school. It was a pleasure to 
recognise not only academic success, but also the resilience, character, leadership, creativity and 
service shown by so many of our students.

These opportunities are an important part of school life and enable students to learn, contribute and 
succeed in ways that extend well beyond the classroom.

I have been particularly proud of the way so many students have responded positively to 
challenge, supported one another and continued to raise their aspirations. School life is not always 
straightforward, but the resilience and determination shown by our young people give us every 
reason to look to the future with confidence.

I would also like to recognise the commitment of our staff. Their work extends far beyond the lessons 
students see each day. The care, preparation, encouragement and support they provide make an 
enormous difference. The many events, visits and activities that have taken place this term would 
not have been possible without the considerable time and effort contributed by colleagues, and I am 
grateful for their continued professionalism and dedication.

To our parents and carers, thank you for your ongoing support. A strong partnership between school 
and home is essential, and we appreciate the many conversations, meetings and messages that help 
us work together in the best interests of our students. We will continue to listen carefully to your 
feedback and to strengthen this partnership in the year ahead.

For our Year 11 and Year 13 students, the end of this term marks an important transition. We are 
extremely proud of all that they have achieved and of the maturity with which they approached 
their examinations. We wish them every success as they move on to sixth form, college, university, 
apprenticeships, employment and the many other opportunities ahead of them. They will always 
remain part of The Abbey School community.

We also say goodbye to a number of valued colleagues who are leaving us this summer. I would like 
to thank them for their service to the school and wish them happiness and success in the future.

As we look ahead to September, our focus remains firmly on providing every student with an 
ambitious education, high-quality teaching, strong pastoral support and the opportunities they need 
to succeed. We know that there is always more work to do, and we will continue to build on the 
progress made this year.

Finally, I hope all members of our school community are able to enjoy a safe, restful and happy 
summer. Thank you once again for your support, and I look forward to welcoming students back for 
the new academic year.

With best wishes,

Dr R Speller
Principal
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SUMMER
ARRANGEMENTS!

SEPTEMBER
RETURNS!

As we come to the end of another successful school year, we would like to remind everyone of the 
arrangements for the summer break. 

 
The Abbey School will close to students and visitors at 12:30pm on Friday 17th July for the summer 

holidays. 
 

If you need to contact the school during the break, please email info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk. 
Please note that responses may be delayed until the school reopens on Tuesday 1st September. 

 
The school will be open for students and parents/carers on the following results days: 

 
Thursday 13th August – A Level Results Day 
Thursday 20th August – GCSE Results Day 

 
We would like to thank all of our students, families and staff for another fantastic year and wish 

everyone a safe, relaxing and enjoyable summer break.

As we prepare for the start of the new academic year, I would like to confirm the arrangements for 
students returning to school in September.

Monday 31st August
School is closed due to the Bank Holiday.

Tuesday 1st September
The following year groups should attend school:

Year 7
Year 12

Arrival time: Students should arrive by 8:40am ready for the start of the school day.

Wednesday 2nd September
The following year groups should attend school:

Year 7
Year 11
Year 12
Year 13

Arrival time: Students should arrive by 8:40am.

Thursday 3rd September
All year groups will be in school.

The following year groups will return for their first day:
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10

Students should arrive at the normal time of 8:40am. 

We are looking forward to welcoming all of our students back for another successful academic year 
and hope they return refreshed and ready for the exciting opportunities ahead.

If you have any questions regarding the start of term arrangements, please do not hesitate to contact 
the school.
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KENYA
EXPEDITION BEGINS!

This week, 21 of our amazing students, accompanied by Miss Harris and Mrs Kamara, embarked on 
an unforgettable four-week expedition to Kenya. Over the next month, they will immerse themselves 

in camp life, experience a new culture and take part in a range of life-changing opportunities. 
 

The journey to Kenya has been over two years in the making. Throughout that time, our students 
worked incredibly hard to raise the funds needed for their place on the expedition, with each 

participant raising close to £4,400. This remarkable achievement is a testament to their dedication, 
determination and commitment. 

 
After an emotional farewell to family and friends at the airport, the adventure was finally underway. 
Excitement quickly turned to disappointment, however, when students discovered that Heathrow 

Airport didn’t have the McDonald’s or Nando’s they had been looking forward to! Leaving on 
Tuesday evening at 9.40pm, they finally arrived at camp on Wednesday evening after almost 24 

hours of travelling, only to realise there was no way to watch the football! 
 

Their first meal at camp was a success, with even some of the fussiest eaters trying everything on 
offer, although lentils proved to be less popular! During the journey, our students travelled alongside 
three other schools and, rather than catching up on sleep, they chose to make new friends at 3am!

Their first full day in camp certainly didn’t disappoint. The morning began with some unexpected 
exercise as students helped chase goats so they could receive their de-worming treatment. They then 
got to work helping to build new elephant fencing before spending time with local people and young 
children. The day was filled with teamwork, dancing, learning and embracing every opportunity that 

came their way. 
 

We are incredibly proud of everything our students have achieved already and can’t wait to follow 
the rest of their incredible Kenyan adventure over the coming weeks.
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Last week, some Year 8 and Year 9 students enjoyed a fantastic rewards trip to see Wicked!

We hope everyone had an amazing day out and enjoyed the spectacular performance. A well-
deserved reward for all your hard work throughout the year! 

A huge congratulations to all of our Prize Giving award winners!

Last Thursday, we celebrated the incredible achievements of our students, recognising their hard 
work, resilience and dedication throughout the year. Every award was thoroughly deserved, and we 

couldn’t be prouder of everything you have accomplished.

Well done to all of our winners!

WICKED
TRIP!

PRIZE
GIVING!
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SOUTHERN WATER
TRIP!

GEOGRAPHY
FIELDTRIP!

Our students enjoyed a fascinating and educational visit to the Southern Water Treatment Plant in 
Peacehaven, where they discovered the journey water takes from source to tap. They learned about 

the different stages of the water treatment process and gained an understanding of the vital work 
involved in providing clean, safe drinking water.

During the visit, students also explored some of the challenges faced by Southern Water, particularly 
the impact of blocked drains and sewers caused by inappropriate items being flushed or washed 

away. This highlighted the importance of protecting our environment and using our drainage systems 
responsibly.

As part of the day, students took part in a practical experiment investigating which driveway 
materials allow rainwater to drain most effectively into the soil. By comparing different surfaces, 
they learned how permeable materials can help reduce surface water runoff and lower the risk of 

flooding.

The trip provided an excellent opportunity to connect classroom learning with real-world 
environmental issues, leaving students with a greater appreciation of water management, 

sustainability, and the importance of making environmentally responsible choices.

Our Year 12 geographers enjoyed a fantastic day in Margate as they prepared for their upcoming 
NEA fieldwork. The morning focused on human geography, with students investigating the extent of 
“clone town” characteristics, assessing environmental quality, and exploring how gentrification has 
transformed parts of the town in recent years. We also had the opportunity to visit the wonderfully 

quirky Crab Museum, which Mr Jarman can thoroughly recommend to anyone who hasn’t yet 
experienced it!

After a well-earned lunch break, we headed onto the beach to investigate physical geography. 
Students explored biodiversity within the local rock pools and collected data on coastal erosion 
and transportation processes, developing the practical skills they will need for their independent 

investigations.

To round off an excellent day, there was just enough time to enjoy an ice cream by the sea before 
heading home. Throughout the trip, students were exceptionally well behaved, enthusiastic, and fully 
engaged with every activity. They were a credit to the school, and a fun and productive day was had 

by all.
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FREDDIE SUMMER
MESSAGE!

Well I dont know about anyone else but I am exhausted after such a busy year at school. I have been 
on hundreds of walks, had my ball thrown thousands of times for me, and dug lots of holes (sorry site 
team) in Forest School. Every day I have checked that everyone is in the same place I left them before 

I went home. I have lost all my tennis balls and buried a few of them in the holes I have dug (sorry 
again site team). I have eaten cake when I am not supposed to but have still lost weight (or so I the 
vet said), and got held hostage by the Pastoral team (look at what they did to me in the pictures).

Thank you to everyone who has given me presents this year I love them all.

I have also made lots of new friends with the new Year 7s on their transition week and I am looking 
forward to seeing them again in September.

I am going to miss all my Abbey friends over the summer but wish you a very happy holiday and be 
careful with all that you do. Good luck Year 11 and 13 when you come to collect your results!

See you all in September!

SHAKESPEARE
WORKSHOP!

Last week, our Year 9 students had the exciting opportunity to work with practitioners from 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. Students were introduced to Shakespeare’s play Macbeth in 

preparation for their GCSE Literature studies in Year 10.

Through interactive workshops, students explored the plot and key characters, while also developing 
their confidence by trying their hand at acting. It was fantastic to see such enthusiasm and 

engagement as they brought Shakespeare’s world to life!
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ATTENDANCE GOLDEN TICKET
REWARD TRIP!

PE
AWARDS!

On Tuesday, our Golden Ticket Attendance Draw winners enjoyed a fantastic day out at Wingham 
Wildlife Park! 

 
It was brilliant to see our students and staff having such a great day together, making memories and 

celebrating excellent attendance. 
 

Every day in school counts. By turning up, working hard and giving your best, you not only give 
yourself the best chance to succeed but could also be rewarded with exciting opportunities like this!

On Tuesday, we celebrated another fantastic year of sport at our annual PE Awards!

With the sunshine on our side, the awards were held on the school field, where students were 
recognised for their hard work, commitment and sporting achievements throughout the year. 

 
After the presentations, everyone enjoyed some well-earned pizza and took part in a range of fun 

games with friends to round off a brilliant afternoon. 
 

A huge congratulations to all of our award winners!
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🎉🎉🎉🎉 Looking for things to do this summer? 

Check out these organisations for fun activities, events and support: 

 Kent Carers Matter 
 Carers in East Kent 

 Imago Young Carers 
 Activities, support and opportunities for young carers 

☀️☀️ Top Tips for a Happy Summer 

 Seek Support 
 Join local groups, outings and activities designed especially for young carers. 

 Stay Connected 
 Spend time with friends and family and talk about how you're feeling. 

 Make a Plan 
 Know who you can contact and what you can do if you ever feel worried, unsafe or 
overwhelmed. 

 Save Money 
 Look out for local council grants, community support and charities that provide 
affordable or recycled school uniforms. 

 Ask for Help 
 If things feel difficult, remember you can talk to Childline or another trusted support 
service. 

🌻🌻🌻🌻 Remember... 

 You deserve time to relax. 
 You deserve time to have fun. 
 Looking after yourself is just as important as looking after others. 

Have a safe, happy and enjoyable summer! 
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COMMUNITIES
DAYS!

MEDIA
TEAM!

On Wednesday and Thursday, students enjoyed Communities Days, taking part in a wide range of 
exciting activities while being off timetable. 

 
Across both days, the school was full of energy as students had the opportunity to learn new skills, 

and take part in experiences beyond the classroom. From creative workshops and sports activities to 
team-building challenges and community-focused projects, there was something for everyone to get 

involved in. 
 

The two days were a great opportunity for students to build confidence, develop new friendships and 
celebrate the many talents within our school community. It was wonderful to see so many students 

embracing new experiences, showing excellent teamwork and making the most of every opportunity. 
 

A huge thank you to Mrs Le Brunn-Healey and to all of our staff who helped make the two days such 
a success. Their hard work and dedication ensured our students had an unforgettable experience.

A huge well done to our incredible Media Team, who spent both Communities Days capturing all 
the fantastic activities taking place across the school! 

 
If you haven’t already, be sure to head over to our social media pages to see everything they got up 

to. Fantastic work, team!

Thanks to Sophie A, Poppy W, Nancy W, Robin U, Violet N, Aiden B, Scarlett-Rose W, Kacie F, 
Annabelle B, Flynn W, Isla B, Ella B, Aiyone R-M, Miss McDonagh and Miss Russell!
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FREE SCHOOL MEAL
CHECKER!

Check if Your Child Could Receive Free School Meals

We encourage all parents and carers to take a few moments to see if their child is eligible for Free 
School Meals.

You can complete the quick online eligibility check here:
https://fsm.lgfl.net/app

The process only takes a couple of minutes, and you’ll just need your National Insurance number.
Recent changes to the eligibility criteria mean that some families who were not previously entitled to 

Free School Meals may now qualify. Even if you’ve applied before, it’s worth checking again.

Registering for Free School Meals could provide valuable support for your family and also helps The 
Abbey School receive additional funding, allowing us to continue providing extra resources and 

opportunities for our students.

Thank you for taking the time to complete the check and for your continued support.

#BeTheBestYouCanBe

We love celebrating our amazing students and their achievements! 
Parents and carers, we’d love to hear from you! If your child has achieved something they’re proud 

of (big or small!), send it in and we will share this with our school community.
Achievements could include:

• Academic successes
• Sporting achievements

• Creative talents
• Personal milestones

• Acts of kindness or resilience
To take part, simply email us with:

Your child’s achievement
Their name

A photo (optional)
info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

Let’s work together to celebrate our students and recognise their hard work!
#BeTheBestYouCanBe

STUDENT
SHOUTOUT!

https://fsm.lgfl.net/app
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CLICK THE QR CODE TO BOOK NOW!

HIRE OUR FACILITES

https://abbey.schoolhire.co.uk/


Page 17 Issue 38 www.theabbey-that.org.uk



The Abbey School
Faversham

Kent
ME13 8RZ

www.theabbey-that.org.uk

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

01795 532633

Attendance Office

01795 542477

attendance@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

“BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE”“BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE”


