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Well done to the following students for collecting the most house points this year!
KEEP UP THE AMAZING WORK!

Connor B
Year 7
1104HP

Lili Ana D
Year 7
1016HP

Evelyn B
Year 7
1018HP

Damilola S
Year 10
1063HP
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NEWSLETTER!

CANTEEN MENU
2025/26

Click the images below to view the canteen 
menu for Term 6!

MAY HALF TERM 
BREAK

As we head into the May Half Term Break, 
please note that the school will be closed to 
visitors and phone lines will be unavailable 
from 3:30pm on Friday 22nd May until we 

return on Monday 1st June.

If you need to get in touch, please email 
info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk. 

Please note that the mailbox will be 
monitored periodically.

We hope you have a safe and restful break.

https://nationalcollege.com/guides/minecraft-2026
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/newsletter/2025-26/E99D88E8325F619FD17F0BE9FFA0EC7B.pdf
https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/the-school-day/E5918B3D8C7D617F8F5694E52189B009.pdf
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Dear Parents/Carers

As we approach the end of another busy and productive term, I would like to thank all 
students, staff, parents and carers for their continued support and contribution to life at 
The Abbey School.

This has been an extremely purposeful period across the school. Our Year 11 and Sixth 
Form students are now fully into the examination season, and I have been particularly 
impressed by the maturity, resilience and determination they have shown. I would also 
like to thank the many staff who have given additional time through revision sessions, 
intervention support, transport arrangements, breakfast support and wider pastoral 
care to help students approach this important period with confidence.

There has also been much to celebrate across the wider school community. This term 
has included the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Practice Expedition, the STEM Club Trip, 
Peer Mentoring Training, Charlie’s Promise assemblies for Years 8 and 9, and a range 
of enrichment, personal development and curriculum activities across the school. 
It was also lovely to see the staff and Sixth Form students’ football event raise £200, 
reflecting the positive spirit and sense of community that we value so highly.

We have also been pleased by the strong engagement shown by families, including 
excellent attendance at Year 7 Parents’ Evening. Preparations are now well underway 
for welcoming our new Year 6 students into The Abbey family, with transition 
planning, primary school links and enrichment activities already being carefully 
developed for the weeks ahead.

As always, I am grateful to our staff for their professionalism, care and commitment. 
Their dedication to supporting young people every day is deeply appreciated.

I hope all members of our community enjoy a restful and enjoyable half term break, 
and we look forward to welcoming students back for the final stretch of the academic 
year.

Dr R Speller
Principal
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OFSTED
RESULTS!

“Pupils feel part of a community that believes in them, challenges them and helps them to succeed.”
The Abbey School is proud to share our latest Ofsted Report, following our January inspection, 

which took place under the new Ofsted framework.
 

Inspectors noted that “the school has been through significant positive change”, judging Personal 
Development and Wellbeing and Post-16 Provision to be Strong Standard, and confirming that 

Curriculum and Teaching, Attendance and Behaviour, Inclusion, and Leadership and Governance 
are operating at the Expected Standard.

Particular praise was given to our Pastoral Support Team, with inspectors commenting that “Pastoral 
support is a strength. Pupils trust staff to help them manage worries, and... feel safe and supported”.

“We are pleased that Ofsted recognised the strength of our work in personal development, 
safeguarding and sixth-form provision, which reflects the values and culture we work hard to build 

every day.

Inspectors recognised that pupils are learning well, feel safe, and are prepared for their next stage, 
including strong sixth-form retention and positive destinations. Our priority now is to continue 

strengthening key stage 4 outcomes so they fully reflect the learning and progress we see across the 
school.” - Dr Speller, Principal

“I would like to recognise the commitment of the leadership team and staff who have led this work 
with determination and care. Together they have focused on ensuring that pupils feel safe, supported 

and that they truly belong within their school community.” - Owen McColgan, Chief Executive of 
THAT

Read the full report by clicking the image below!

“supported”
“calm”

“safe”

“meaningful
opportunities”

“the curriculum
is ambitiosus”

“broad range 
of enrichment”

“significant
positive change”

“motivated to
succeed”

“inclusive
culture”

https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=825&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHo1cbSxXPwzj2P0s5G6QHrBvokGPI-xvjzY28XWUhvko_U_mPwNIra0xUXnO_aem_CHC6KDdBX_v4G-uuXy5hIg
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To all our amazing Year 11 students,

After your leaving assembly on Friday and as you move on to your study leave, we just wanted to say 
how proud we are of each and every one of you.

Once you finish your exams and move on to something new, remember to believe in yourselves and 
all that you are capable of achieving. Work hard, stay positive, and give it your very best.

Good luck for the future. We know you will go on to do incredible things, and you will always be a 
part of our school community.

Wishing you happiness, success, and confidence in whatever path you choose next.

Good luck Year 11!
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HEADTEACHER
CERTIFICATES!

Last week, select students were presented with certificates by Dr Speller in recognition of the work 
they have done at The Abbey School. 

 
Two types of awards were presented: 

 
Headteacher Certificate of Recognition 

Celebrating positive attitude, effort, and approach to life and learning at the Abbey School. 
Congratulations on always “being the best you can be”. 

 
Headteacher Commendation 

Celebrating achievements and recognising the effort, kindness, and positive approach shown as a 
student at the Abbey School. Congratulations on always “being the best you can be” and for being a 

leading light in our school community.

Well done to all students who received a Headteacher Certificate of Recognition or Headteacher 
Commendation last week. Your hard work, kindness, positive attitude and dedication to life at 

The Abbey School should make you extremely proud. Keep striving to be the best you can be — 
congratulations on this fantastic achievement!

Headteacher  certificate of recogntion

Alexandra B
Archie H
Bella A

Celeste L
Charlotte S
Deborah S
Emily D
Gamu M

Isla H
James K
Jess W
Josh B

Kirsty G 
Llybah C
Maci R

Maisie G
Miluse S
Ollie R

Miluse S
Sofia I
Stella S

Headteacher Commendation

Daisy P
Daisy T
Elodie L
Freya S

George P
Hannah M

Jess H
Katherine P

Libby H
Lilly W
Maisie E
Mason B

Matthew W
Olly L
Riley S
Will H
Zach B
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FORSTERS
DISCOUNT!

FETE
DONATIONS!

Just a reminder that we’re offering parents a 10% discount on all orders over £20 until 30th June. 
 

To redeem the offer, simply enter the code FORSTERS10 at the online checkout or visit us in store.

We are planning to hold our Rewards Fete on the final day of the Summer Term. This is one of our 
main opportunities to reward students for their efforts and achievements throughout the academic 

year.

One of the stalls we will be running at this year’s fete is a tombola, and we are looking for donations 
of prizes for our students. If you have any spare items that you would be willing to donate, it would 

be greatly appreciated.

Examples of suitable items include:
Toys and games

Clothes and fashion accessories
Toiletries

This is not an exhaustive list, and any items suitable for children aged 11–14 would be gratefully 
received. We kindly ask that all donations are clean and in good condition.

If you are able to donate, please place the items in a bag clearly marked “Fete” and send them in 
with your child for the attention of the Main Office. Alternatively, you are very welcome to drop 

them off at the Main Office yourself.

We would also love to hear from any local businesses that may be willing to support the fete through 
a prize donation. If so, please contact sdannell@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk.

Thank you very much for your continued support.
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SPOTLIGHT ON
MATHS!

This year, students at The Abbey School have shown real commitment to their mathematics learning through 
the regular use of Sparx Maths at home. Their effort and consistency are having a clear impact, and we are 

delighted to celebrate some impressive achievements so far:

162 students have improved their times tables skills
Students have completed over 13,500 hours of personalised learning

Nearly 950,000 questions have been answered correctly this academic year

These figures represent far more than numbers alone. They reflect students practising independently, revisiting 
difficult topics, and building the confidence and fluency that support success in lessons and assessments.

As we head into Term 6, we would like to encourage students to keep that momentum going. We are now 
within touching distance of reaching one million correctly answered questions by the end of the year — a 

fantastic milestone that would reflect the collective effort of students across the school.

Independent home learning remains one of the strongest predictors of progress in mathematics. Small amounts 
of regular practice make a significant difference over time, particularly when students engage thoughtfully and 

persevere through challenge.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support in encouraging positive study habits at home. With one 
final push in Term 6, we hope to finish the year strongly and celebrate even more success together.

Well done to all students in 8jMa1 and 8tMa1 who completed the maths challenge this term. This is a 
national competition and we did amazingly. We even got some Bronze and SIlver certificates. Furthermore, 

one student achieved GOLD and was one mark away from qualifying for the next round of the maths 
challenge. A special shoutout goes to Frederick B!
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SPOTLIGHT ON
MUSIC!

Year 9 and 10 GCSE Music students have been developing their composition skills with great enthusiasm 
this term, making exciting use of Soundtrap and Flat software. Using MIDI keyboards, students have been 

able to record their ideas quickly and accurately, before shaping and refining them within the programmes. 
These tools have supported students in structuring their compositions effectively, while also enabling them 

to experiment with a wide range of instrumental sounds, loops and effects. It has been wonderful to see their 
creativity flourish as they explore new musical possibilities and gain confidence in producing their own 

original work.

We are delighted to announce that Andrew Parry Music will be delivering some of their Summer Rock School 
sessions at The Abbey School this summer. They are a great opportunity for children whether they have 

learned an instrument for years, only just started, or want to give it a try. They get children into bands, learn 
songs, and do a performance at the end of each course. They’re so much fun!

The details are as follows:

•Faversham primary - The Abbey School - Monday 27 & Tuesday 28 July 
•Faversham secondary - The Abbey School - Wednesday 29 - Friday 31 July

•Maidstone primary - MGS - Monday 3 & Tuesday 4 August
•Maidstone secondary - MGS - Wednesday 5 - Friday 7 August

•Advanced* - Maidstone area - Monday 27 - Thursday 30 July - *application required - sign up and we will 
get in touch 

If you are interested you can sign up here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScl94lf-
heJUdIbKWGvQbzDAnOzPYWjzS_UUH2knknGCFx_YQ/viewform?usp=header

For more general information please see here: https://www.andrewparrymusic.com/rock-schools

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScl94lf-heJUdIbKWGvQbzDAnOzPYWjzS_UUH2knknGCFx_YQ/viewform?
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScl94lf-heJUdIbKWGvQbzDAnOzPYWjzS_UUH2knknGCFx_YQ/viewform?
https://www.andrewparrymusic.com/rock-schools 
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ATTENDANCE 
REWARDS TERM 6!

We are excited to share the fantastic attendance rewards available for students in Term 6!
There are three amazing rewards up for grabs!

Wingham Wildlife Park Trip
Students who receive an Attendance Golden Ticket during Term 6 will be 

entered into a prize draw to attend a trip to Wingham Wildlife Park.

 For every full week of attendance, students will receive an additional 
entry into the draw — so the more they attend, the greater their chance of 

winning!

VIP Access at the Summer Fete
All students who achieve 100% attendance during Term 6 will receive 

exclusive VIP access to one of our hired inflatables at the Summer Fete on 
the last day of term.

These students will enjoy the inflatable exclusively for the first 40 minutes 
of the fete!

100% Attendance Grand Prize Draw
Students who achieve 100% attendance for the entire school year will be 
entered into our grand prize draw, with the chance to win one of these 

fantastic prizes:
A brand-new PS5
A 32” Smart TV

Two tablets
A laptop

Best of all, entry into all of these rewards is completely free — students simply need to attend to have 
the chance to win!
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CHARLIE’S STORY
A PROMISE TO PROTECT OTHERS

On Monday 18th May, we were incredibly honoured to welcome Martin Cossar from Charlie’s Promise to 
speak to our Year 8 and Year 9 students.

Across two one-hour assemblies, Martin shared the story of his brilliant son Charlie - a funny, caring, talented 
and deeply loved young man whose life was tragically taken through knife crime. With extraordinary courage, 

honesty and compassion, Martin spoke not only about unimaginable loss, but about love, family, friendship 
and the determination to make sure Charlie’s story changes lives.

The atmosphere in both assemblies was deeply emotional and incredibly powerful. Students and staff sat in 
complete silence, listening carefully, reflecting deeply and visibly moved by the strength and bravery shown 

by Charlie’s family. There were tears, difficult moments and powerful conversations - but above all, there was 
a shared sense across the room that what happened to Charlie was profoundly wrong and a silent agreement 

that The Abbey School students and staff all have a part to play in making sure it does not happen again.

Martin helped our young people understand that knife crime is not something distant that only happens 
elsewhere. It destroys futures, devastates families and leaves spaces that can never truly be filled. Yet through 

unimaginable heartbreak, Charlie’s family have chosen to create something powerful from their grief by 
educating others and trying to protect young people from making choices that could change lives forever. 
Such was the impact of the assemblies, we will also be inviting Martin back to speak with our Year 7, Year 

10 and Year 12 students so that even more young people can hear Charlie’s story and the vital message at the 
heart of Charlie’s Promise.

At the end of the assembly, after listening to Charlie’s favourite piece of music, which was also played at his 
funeral, Martin asked every young person in the room to make two promises to Charlie:

• never carry a knife
• always report concerns or information through Fearless, part of CrimeStoppers, which offers non-

judgemental advice and a completely anonymous way for young people to share information about crime or 
criminality

It was an incredibly emotional moment and one that will stay with many of our students and staff for a very 
long time.

We cannot thank Martin enough for the courage it takes to tell Charlie’s story in order to protect others. The 
work being done through Charlie’s Promise is extraordinary and we feel privileged that our students were able 

to hear such an important message first hand.

For families wishing to learn more about Charlie’s story and the work being done through Charlie’s Promise, 
you can watch the documentary here: Charlie’s Story Documentary 

(Please note - parental/carer discretion is advised due to the emotional and sensitive nature of the content.)

Charlie’s legacy is already changing lives and inspiring young people - including ours here at The Abbey 
School - to make safer, braver and better choices.

https://charliespromise.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MRRWZIb13_w
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Come along to learn all about services 
and support available in Swale!
• Bike marking available
• Domestic abuse support
• Housing support
• Hands-on animal encounters
• Fire safety, rail safety and 

water safety advice
• Health and other advice services
• Sateda Community Share 

wear clothing scheme

• Community Projects
• Face painting
• Youth engagement
• Come have a go at archery, 

football, climbing wall 
and more

• Music by Sheppey FM and 
Kent Police Band

Food, drinks, ice cream and activities 
available on site. Displays to watch 
throughout the day

Appleyard 
Sports 
Ground
Gore Court Rd, 
Sittingbourne, 
ME10 1QN
10am-3pm

Swale Community Day
Sunday 7 June 2026 FREEentry
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STAYING CALM AND PREPARED:
EXAM SEASON TIPS!

As exam season approaches, it’s completely normal to feel a mix of pressure, nerves, and 
anticipation. Whether you’re sitting your GCSEs or A-levels, these next few weeks are important, but 
how you approach them can make a big difference to both your performance and your well-being. 

 
One of the most valuable things you can do is stay calm. Stress can build up quickly, especially 

when exams feel high-stakes, but keeping a clear head helps you think more effectively and avoid 
burnout. Simple habits like getting enough sleep, taking short breaks, and stepping away from your 

desk when needed can really improve your focus. 
 

Equally important is having a good revision schedule. Instead of cramming everything at once, try 
to plan your time across the weeks ahead. Break subjects into smaller topics, set realistic goals for 
each session, and rotate subjects to keep things fresh. A structured plan not only helps you cover 

everything you need, but also gives you a sense of control and progress. 
 

Finally, don’t forget that exams are just one part of your journey. Do your best, stay organised, and 
look after yourself along the way. Good luck to everyone, you’ve got this!

Please see the link below which will take you to the exam timetable.

Exam Timetable 2025/26

From the 5th May, we will be putting daily reminders about the exams that will be happening 
taking place the next school day!

YEAR 10
PERIOD 6 LAUNCH EVENT

Thank you to everyone who attended the Year 10 Period 6 Launch Event yesterday evening. 
 

It was great to see so many of you there and to have the opportunity to share information about the 
programme and the support available for students as they move forward into Year 11.

We appreciate your continued support and engagement, and we look forward to working together to 
help our students achieve their very best.

https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/_site/data/files/documents/exam-information/E82B5CF6E885A0F6461BCDCD2DE26980.pdf


Page 15 Issue 31 www.theabbey-that.org.uk

FREDDIE
UPDATE!

PEC
GARDENING!

At the start of 2026, Freddie was put on a fitness regime and encouraged to cut back on the extra 
treats he was getting at school. Students and staff have all worked incredibly hard to help him get 

into better shape and improve the health of his joints. 
 

After five months of increased walks, endless ball chasing, and plenty of hole digging at Forest 
School, Freddie has successfully lost 1kg — which is fantastic news for a dog! 

 
Now that the summer months are here, Freddie is looking forward to even more fun outdoors with 

the students, and he was very proud to show off his new Abbey School collar and lead. 
 

Thank you to everyone for all your help and support in helping Freddie on his journey to better 
health.

Students from PEC and the Gardening Club were delighted to receive a huge delivery of bedding 
plants donated by Flowers by Frankie Davison last week. 

 
They have been busy planting them in various areas around the school and are looking forward to 

watching them grow and bring plenty of colour to the grounds in the coming months. 
 

A big thank you to Flowers by Frankie Davison for their generous donation and support.
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EXAM 
READY!

We’re all set and ready for the upcoming GCSE and A-Level exams taking place over the next few 
weeks.

Wishing every student the very best of luck , stay focused, believe in your hard work and give it your 
all. You’ve got this!

As GCSE examinations begin next week, we would like to remind families about the extensive 
additional support available for Year 10 & 11 students both before and after school. 

Please note, Year 10 support is for the early entry English Literature exam only.

These revision sessions form an extremely important part of students’ final preparation, and we 
strongly encourage all pupils to attend every session relevant to their subjects. 

 
Experience consistently shows that students who take full advantage of these final support 

opportunities often enter the exam hall feeling more confident, focused and well prepared. The 
sessions are carefully designed to provide final revision of key topics and concepts, essential 

guidance on exam technique and timing, clarification of common misconceptions, opportunities 
for students to ask questions and gain reassurance, and valuable last-minute advice from subject 

specialists on how to maximise marks. 
 

In particular, the “before exam” breakfast sessions are highly beneficial. During the final hour before 
an exam, teachers are able to reinforce the most important content, remind students of successful 

strategies and help them approach the paper calmly and confidently. These sessions can make a real 
difference to students’ performance. 

 
Support sessions for next week are available as outlined below.

Timetable

https://www.theabbey-that.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=831&type=pdf
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Busy over the Easter Break? We’d love to know what you get up to.

We love celebrating our amazing students and their achievements! 
Parents and carers, we’d love to hear from you! If your child has achieved something they’re proud 

of (big or small!), send it in and we will share this with our school community.

Achievements could include:
• Academic successes

• Sporting achievements
• Creative talents

• Personal milestones
• Acts of kindness or resilience

To take part, simply email us with:
Your child’s achievement

Their name
A photo (optional)

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

Let’s work together to celebrate our students and recognise their hard work!

STUDENT
SHOUTOUT!
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CLICK THE QR CODE TO BOOK NOW!

HIRE OUR FACILITES

https://abbey.schoolhire.co.uk/
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The Abbey School
Faversham

Kent
ME13 8RZ

www.theabbey-that.org.uk

info@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk

01795 532633

Attendance Office

01795 542477

attendance@abbeyschoolfaversham.co.uk


